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Terms Related to the Marriage Ceremony in Slavic Society:
A preliminary study from the perspective of Ethne-linguistics
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Abstract

In this paper, I propose a preliminary approach to the understanding of terms related
to the traditional Slavic marriage ceremony from an etymological point of view. The
marriage ceremony in traditional Slavic society is assumed to reflect the patriarchal
institutions, which have been inherited from antiquity by the Indo-European societies.
Nevertheless, most words used to describe substantial concepts in the marriage ceremony
in Slavic are not cognates with other Indo-European languages. In fact, in Slavic
languages, the words meaning “bride,” “wedding” and “matchmaker” were formed much
later, although the concepts can be traced back to ancient times.

My view is that in Slavic and other Indo-European languages, the meanings of a
number of words which formerly described important attributes in the traditional
marriage ceremony have changed and consequently, identification of inherited terms is

obscured.
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