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A Study on Ubik [1]:

Collective unconscious that makes boundaries unstable

A BES

Mayu Kawamoto

Abstract

In Ubik, “half-lifers” live in a different reality from ours, which has emerged out of “half-lifer’s”
unconsciousness. “Half-lifers” are living between life and death, and they don’t know if they are alive or
dead, if they live in reality or in virtual reality. The multilayered fiction Ubik makes us wonder what is the
“reality” for “half-lifers,” furthermore, what is the “reality”” for us human beings.

In this paper, I adopt the idea of the “collective unconscious” that psychologist Carl Gustav Jung
proposed, in order to show how the unconsciousness of “half-lifers” interferes with each other intricately.

Through this analysis, the “ultimate reality” that P. K. Dick had gained in his own work will be revealed.
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Pat said, “You don’t remember.”

“Remember what?”

“My not taking off my clothes. In another present. You didn’t like that very well, so
I eradicated that; hence this.” She stood up lithely. [U.635-636]
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Joe picked up the coffee cup, and found the coffee cold, inert and ancient; a

scummy mold covered the surface. He set the cup back down in revulsion. What’s
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going on? [U.681]
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“Eight of us,” he said, “have what I guess we should call Runciter money, now, to
extent. Probably by the end of the day all the money will be Runciter money. Or
give it two days.” [U.702]
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On the floor of the closet a huddled heap, dehydrated, almost mummified, lay
curled up. Decaying shreds of what seemingly had once been cloth covered most of
it, as if it had, by degrees, over a long period of time, retracted into what remained

of its garments. [U.696]
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“T'd feel better about it if von Vogelsang had heard it too. At least that way we could
be sure it was there, that it wasn’t an hallucination on your part.” Or, for that

matter, he thought, on all our parts. As in the case of the matchfolder. [U.705]
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made up answers; you had to invent them to explain your presence here. All your presence
here, your so-called manifestations”[U.773] L& 2 5, & L CHM/fRENHIANVEE, Fv
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“We're in this,” Joe said, “and you’re sitting out there, out in the lounge, and you
can’t do it; you can’t put a stop to the thing we’re involved in. ”

“That’s right.” Runciter nodded.

“This is cold-pack,” [U.774]
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“It has to be fought on our side of the glass,” Ella said. “By those of us in half-life,
those that Jory preys on. You'll have to take charge, Mr. Chip, after I'm reborn. Do
you think you can do that? It'll be hard. ”...

To himself Joe thought, I can remember what he did to Wendy. That’ll keep me
going. That alone. [U.790]
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“After prolonged proximity,” von Vogelsang explained, “there is occasionally a
mutual osmosis, a suffusion between the mentalities of half-lifers. Jory Miller’s
cephalic activity is particularly good; your wife’s is not. That makes for an

unfortunately one-way passage of protophasons. ” [U.623]
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“She may not like being isolated, Mr. Runsiter. We keep the containers—the caskets,
as they’re called the lay public—close together for a reason. Wandering through one

another’s mind gives those in half-life the only—"[U.624]
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“I'm sitting in a consultation lounge at the Beloved Brethren Moratorium. All of
you are interwired, on my instructions; kept together as a group. I'm out here trying
to reach you. That's where I am when I say I'm outside; that’s why the

manifestations, as you call them...” [U.772]
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“...I saved your life; I broke through to you enough just now to bring you back into
full half-life functioning (%) I'm Glen Runciter; I'm your boss and I'm the one
fighting to save all your lives—I'm only one out here in the real world plugging for
you.” [U.773]
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“This is cold-pack, ” Joe said, “but there’s something more. Something not natural
to people in half-life. There are two forces at work, as Al figured out; one helping us
and one destroying us. You're working with the force or person that’s trying to help
us. You got the Ubik from them.” [U.774]
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“Then it’s all for me, just for me. This entire world.”

Jory said. “It’s not very large. One hotel in Des Moines. And a street outside the
window with a few people and cars. And maybe a couple of other buildings thrown
in” [U.782]
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This detail was authentic.

But how Jory know it?

That’s peculiar, he thought; Jory’s knowledge of the minutiae of 1939, a period in
which none of us lived—except Glen Runciter. [U.785]
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“But Runciter can’t be doing it; you're right. He’s on the outside. This originates
from within our environment. It has to, because nothing can come in from outside

except words.” [U.781]
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