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The Collocation of Japanese and Chinese Homographs:
For "kansen"
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Abstract

This research is based on both the Japanese corpus and Chinese corpus. Based on the
statistical frequency, t-score, MI-score and Dice coefficient, this essay confirms the significant
collocation of Japanese and Chinese homograph [kansen]. In addition, this essay considers the
collocation of [kansen] in Japanese and Chinese. As a result, it provides support for the idea that
Chinese Speakers learning Japanese get a negative effect from their mother tongue which causes
them to overuse or underuse the [kansen]. The negative effects from their mother tongue seem to
come from the differences between Japanese and Chinese, the kinds of co-occurrence (direct -
indirect) and the relationship between co-occurring words. At the same time, this essay discusses
the positive effects of the mother tongue. Chinese speakers learning Japanese can use the

knowledge of their mother tongue to help them learn Japanese and Chinese homographs [kansen].
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