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Lexical Evidence for Oats in Prehistoric Slavic Culture
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Abstract

It is not clear when the cultivation of oats began in Slavic prehistory. Palacobotanical evidence for the
earliest cultivated oat (Avena sativa) found in the archaeological sites of Central Europe indicates that oats
were grown at least in the Bronze Age.

The cognate lexicon for oats is found in Slavic and Baltic, reflecting the peculiar archaic sound
correspondence, and also in Latin, in which the original form was enlarged by secondary suffix. This lexical
isogloss is assumed to be dated back to the Bronze Age in 2" millennium BC. It appears that oats were
already available among Slavic and Italic ancestors in the Bronze Age, although the precise species cannot
be determined. Therefore, the linguistic evidence is almost compatible with the dating of the
palacobotanical evidence of cultivated oats in Central Europe. Moreover, it is assumed that primarily wild
oats were utilized as fodder or hay for domestic animals and afterward were cultivated also for human

consumption as late as the early Iron Age.
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R UTo, Kia® TR & 2 MBI ol O B 2 72, AT Y =280 T 4
sativa DERERFEFRO ANV 2By b (T« 7T—X 4) MBI 5, AT Tk a4y
MIENCAE & U CTIMNE LTz A sativa OFRSEDRANZHBLLTZ LW DS, if, AnT7»F7 T
AR D T« T — XWIITE THESFENHBL L 2o e 2 L 2 d, S6icdbtioR—7



FW A S SALIC BT B T Ny OFERGL (FHEBEE)

R CI&, Al 5000 G OB Aaskef OB (3 H1iD Linear Pottery (k. 3 HimioD Lengyel 3C1t)
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(4) U =/LX U 7 A (Vergilius) [k (Eclogae)) 5 Kk 36-37)
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TUIXUIEREA LT RE RV ZIAIS . RMEARES R ZRFEDOZ LNA = T A LFNR
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(5) 7'V =7 A (Plinius) [#45E (Naturalis historia)] 18 %5 44 %= 149 i
Primum omnium frumenti vitium avena est.

BHUCELD DO LEDOEIHNA =N T ALXTH D, |

(6) 71 h— (Cato) [EHFR (De agricultura)] 37 %
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(7) 2V AZ (Columella) [E2HFFA (De re rustica)ll 2 & 10 % 32 Hi
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partim semini custoditur.
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Ffi 2 Hifed 5 (Jluxaues; Opnos), AIE (FHLAICH 2 TR WIHIM U THED SE-REE L
T, =T ERY EFTEFHITH D, %E (9) OO IE —/WIEEE T 572DV D
NIEFBITH D, ZHUTa T TIRG S, F—n v ST L 28806 B — L iiE S
TWeHRELEDRW, £/, 57 2 (10) OHAHIEE IZEHHE OIREGEEHRIC = /37 73
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(8) TIFMIHEEL] n.44, 6505 (997) 4F
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(10) [ZEREdN] 57 %
u TEM®B CTpa/HbIe JIOIIEe 1 KOPMHUTH WK YeM oM bIiBatoun HeBBUHUIIBI MITH ®OBCAHOU MYKH WITH
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[Z LT, ZNERIISICRD T, ZIUT b I8 & OBRLINT L 7 Ry Gl Ao T2
DMABI DS D 2T IR TR

PRI 17 AT T = 2 FETHE AV XEf & eiRER, TSRS (Orbis sensualium pictus)] 76
HORID OIS 5, 22 THT oY IIHEOREFEHIFIH SN Z &30 D dbivd,
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krmi Kona gako y Senem.
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HBID D720, Bz, Kupbsaos 2355 i PHRSIEIRNAIC S S WA Lo L 91T, 13 o=
STHAER T DT RITMEGA U A =K TR, =7 OFIFRIRE > TWedo
722 EEFEL TS, 7208, ZAUT= U NI N TR LK (T2~ — 3 L Triticum dicoccum)
ICREFET DHEE ChH - 722 LI L D LR T 5 (Kupwsnos 314, 323), R T HHgREE
REFUL, OB E L L T o7 OB D IR WERIT, Z0BHITREME T 2 M5
EWVIHIMERRZF T LG T2T TR, BRLCHEE TSRO T 7 2 TN ) s
HE R REICIHE S VT2 & B ZAUTRIA ATEED S LivZeu,
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6. hIRLXDXRIIGIEE

HTALFEWATHEMRTREIMEEL LTHTIA ) F X (7201574 7 T A: Bromus
secalinus) 738 %, T OBEMEO—FADHEE S £ FrazeieRPIIOEBNZ W TR T
BND L5 SIND (Gregg 87,91), R AXRL R LXK (Zmr~—a X)) DKL L [F%
RKOFERER BT 512 OISGEBINEE L, 2 O7DICHMEF RO KA Y OB Tk &L
ANBITZZ & R RN H A ST % (Stika & Heiss 355; Gregg 91), L5 CTHIOD JEfER
\CHEAET DEENED T VF ) F % & (Bromus sterilis YDA5FIIZFE & OEEHI 2D 2% (Gregg
o),

IO OMERICHERTREHAE, TR N T ALXZERT H5EFEICL > ThERI NN
LTHDH, ZDARXA ) Fx X (Bromus) BEEMWT DB 7 /NVHT Y TEETIX oenra THRS
o, T, FxaghlAn Ty XTEEICHINT DR ovsiha [Tl 17 A LXK (4. fatua)
ZEWT D (Barto§ 273), £7-., AU ==TFED ovsiga L [T RUIZRA LT |
B EWT % (Pletersnik 1, 878; Bezlaj2,263), ©FE V. ZAUTT L N OMEDH 5 2 LX 215
LlBbhg, T, Zb LITRRDBREEA D FEIE TIRA T THiEEZB W T H RERIZ
A. fatua (V27 7 A F§E sBiBciora, 7 )L — Gk oscror) 7 FE721E B. secalinus (2 7 5 oscror)
ZEMT 5 (3CCA 39, 234),

FRLOM AT VB L WA T UHBOREE N DIL, ERENAT JHEE *ovesiga,
*ovbs’uga, *oves'ugb NEHEIIND, WTIORER GO T ZFK LT A 7 TR
*ovbsh 20D _IRHNCIRELTZZ L3R TH S, £ 2T, HRERE *iga (T X DIREFEDORFIC
EANHTHND, Benguna L0 TREFSICEBWTHEERE -ura 287 55 @WJ%@%@L\
BRI L7 (Benamua 236-251), 1&7}( LEBE. ZOBRERE -ura (X uka LT D
b A HILD LV, Mepkynosa & E7-[RAERDELE L L, FCTHIEMA 7&%‘%*@“5%@1@2{?
OfF (13) 72 ERXH D | Wb T OREENRFE TH D (Mepkynosa 206-208),

(13) Opychura, 6pycauka [ =4 <E<E] (CPHI 3, 207), exenura : exebuka | 27 2 A F = |
(sparganium ramosum CPHI 8, 326), kny6nura, K1ybHuKa | o/ 0 /3 ~E4 F 2| (CPHT 13,
310), 3emnsnura, semnsinuka | 47 24 A 52| (CPHI 11, 257).

5T, [ERROZRETE B2\ nepura (Lappula echinata) @ X 5 72451 &% (CPHI 8,24),
FEIZ, AT THHEE *ovesika, *ovesike 22 HFE L2 EFE R DILDFEIZIA T UREREICBIN DA, £
DY A fawa ZERTDDIX, V7 TAFFE SO sisenka & EAET - Z a7 FTEEDOS
STED ovsik, ovsika (Bromus arvensis, B. secalinus, A. fatua, A. hirsuta), ovsika (4. fatua, A. hirsuta, B.
Arvensis) (ZFR5HIL% (DCCA39,231;RHS)), T = 255D ovsik | Arrhenatheum % EM L. oD
2T Uah CIIRERMNSRICEZE L TV D7), HEEDOREIIAS ITED bR, U F T =
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T i avizudle [ A A = U | (Arrhenatherum elatius: LKZ 532) & £7-T /37 2 8%+ % aviza
MOEDIRAFE T D AA T = VITAMRBEL LTHBID, ZOFEITHAS L *ovesika,
*ovbsike |E—MXIZFHKEHOMEITFIA S, BHED LEEDORFFEDHERE A ERL AT B2 5
ns,

ZZTCT T 5k avena O *awig-sna b F 7o, IRAJIZYRA L7 *oves-iga <° aviz-udlé &
FERIC, =7 ER LT NER LGB *awig- (CHEREE *-sna TILELTCIRAGETH A
S LMESND, PRI —1 v STHIE SN DB OEET 7 (THIHEE TR 572
72, ENEfRTRERIIADNIZITEN R, )7 Tl —< RO D L D12,
BHHICFIH SN DB AERDA =T T A L X 2 RELT DFEEN VI TR SN LRI LD,

FREOWEY . AT VR W TEE R FRZEOTE/NE & L THRE T DR *-ika DOFEIE
%, HEEDIX D DNTEBWERRIZ *oves- M DIRAE LT EE I, *-iga & DETETIEZRY Y,
U7 TATRET A fatua HEMT S siBeuka X, AU 7 X TRER CICBNDEREE *Higa &
FEO R D RN L L2 b D EE X biD, RERBIE. APEMEO T LW ERE
BE *-ika 70D ZIREVIS I EZRBRRERE *-iga ZfF O REICAL Lz & W S BRI, 545777355 <
PEBREZ N B0 5 TH 5 (Stawski 66), EBS, B LUWEOBESE *-ika ZFFORENRH DI H 0D
5. £D O L *iga DIJEHE L T L B3 LFLOE Y T LR,

I 5T, *oves- MO DOEEREE *-iga (T X DIREITERZ X BT 2H66EZ2 B2 L, g & I13H
TR DI, - T, *oves-iga DIEEFHI EFLD 6pycnura 72 & ORERERE & 12572 HH%EE
Rl BIRGELRDLTHA D, AT UHELIMNIIIIN & R UHREOHERR 2 Fr D[S X
RSNV LD, AT THEENTHMEICHE L 2 SIEMEN 2, SHIZ, *ovesy &
DITENTRAELIEELETH L LMESND, DFE 0, BT 7 28T 555055
B LTRSS ZDBNTAFERITHEED ) 7 A LF 2 ERT D0 RE L EBESND, 2
ZTCATA F X e X2 ERT DB EMmET 2DIE, FENOHMT 2O THRETZEEHT 720,

1. RTTERICH T 5 FERBETTEE

Georg Holzer DFIZ LD & AT UGhaE L /L MREREIZB WIS & 13X 82 2 7+ HHE %
IRTRERENBIZR S U D (Kortlandt), 7205, A > K- I—n v MHEEOBERPASE (p,*t*k 72
E) BHEFEE (*bxd*g) THAL, AU AFHRE (tbh*d*gh/e &) DNHEFEE (fp,*t,*k) THL
N5 EWHIBGTHD, Kortlandt DOFFT 25 & Z AT, ZOHRBIIRMOILRESFE D O
RELIERESND, TOMIROEMRIZE L)L, 40 BEB X DB EREZ N, FNDH2 D HH
H72FHIClEia <, FHEDNC TSR OIEANCIESE R LR THL L 2R L WD, &
ZTCIEED 241 (14,15) OFERIZART (Kortlandt 73),

(14) F = =25k brazdal#BPF] < A7 UHEE *borzda < *borgda < *pork-ta-, 77 i porca [#A] .
(15) 7= =5k proso [FE] < AT JHFE *proso < *brso-, 77 LG far, farris [ A~V =2
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LX< #bbrs- (ZHENAT LT EHERZ RS RVERHD: BAET « 7 a7 F T 55 brasno

[/NZEHy] < *borseno < *bhors-ino- ),

WA OFEHERIL, U b7 =758 aviza [ N7k (< *awigh) & DHERICHKESE, %
7 JHGEED ovesh (< *awik- < *awigh-) (CHIEH L7722 L3R CE 5, T, MAT UikiE
DFETIE, TOTEFHREZ RS RVEEE (16) DM ST\ 5 (DCCA 39, 237, Hill 213),

BIOBEN DO L > THZEDOFHEN *gh MO LI EERLTND, 7205, E.
Hamp OFUIIESL 72D, A K« I—nm v SHFED *g ([T T HREIEA 7 VHEETITE
R LS, g0 [ZHATT D RFITEREDMRFEF SN0 6 Th 5 (Hamp),

(16) B BT - 7 a7 F T 55 osas, ¥ N=7"%k (Gorno Kalenik) oves, ovezo «oats»

[RIFIC = OFEZIL bepamreiin 23MEH L7 X 512, AT UsksE (FCHLTNAA Y THE, <7
F=738) &L Flah & OMICBLA 2 M b 2 FREM &2 AR S 5 80T H BBRZE W
(BepHuuteiin 73-75),

WSS D T WIS TS L~ LSRN, oL M EESEIC B BRI LM, S BT,
O ERB RTINS T, TT ViR ORI TTEERERT I ENH D, —RINIC
X, 7T VRERT IV NREE SV~ Ve L ORI CHE RERER A TR T LD, JRA XU
7 NOWHIAIFT 2,000 FHOFHEHIZIZT VT AL H - 7= ERET D036 1 CTh
% (Mallory & Adams 316-318), & LZNNHEEL L THUE, AT THGEEA X U v 7MGEE O
FICBAL D 5B S E, JRA 2 U > 7 KA 2,000 RIS T V7 AL OJER A SR T
FTHLRNC, ZNOOEENELTZZ L E2RRT D, 6o T, MEO T HEHBZ /R I5E5IL,
B THAT 2,000 FHIRE TOFHBRRICHRE LI MR SN D, LR, Z0ZL
FRAS EAUT ER E TR L T2 ETED D F D0 2300y, FOR T, ZOMRFEIC 537250
MG HNDITITE 22 D EMERAHLOFE A EN KD biald v,

8. =M

TUNRT T A LR LTI 28 OHERO—2>Th o7, TOMRAANRIT
RINZFE B Ok UTRIF L, BRI OHER & OB TONR -T2 Th D, T
Eb. e —<REROFTIRN HHEETE 2 L 51T, REA R CRIHOIHER O IREIHIICRERE L
B E LCOIEHANES LT THAH D, ZO X 5T KT K 0 Bk 2 10 U 7-3is
oA 1%, BlEe LCORMMEZES Lt HmIid, 22 THERDIE, tho%
SDOHEED D B NI PBERSNTRNTH D, ZHUTSBROIEDO—2IZ2 D 2 5,

INETICHA SN EEBT Y NT A sativa OIEFEREL R TIRY TIX, 205l o
HEEFRD RN E AT R VBT 5 EHGRICHTZD . THOF =2, 2ayrx7,
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NI T ETIIBERRE RN &7 D, T2 5, 1< THAlT 2000 FEHIARIC ITHET A B 4G
L7icbEZ D, 5T, SBFHRGHUIESE, 77 ViEE AT UHEIZB T 5= N
7k BT DEEROEEROMM R FEREHEET D & B THHMGHURE TR E
NIzZ L Zmd, Tl b, FIEEOBELBRMA L CTh bR ILET 2 £ Tlid, Y
ROV D> ToDIERHEW W, ), 570 2 5RIROMFEMICEZ  ORFEN A SN D
FTITHHAI DD S TITE N R, T D OFERIREN R F BN RONL RN L 25
JEIZAILD & =237 OFRFILAT 2000 400 i) 7 < F AR IZBHAA Uiz & W S JEED
OB 25, £, FEVRICHIAT 57200 A fatua 5% 5RERIT. ST 22 -
T, A7 THEEN T 7 LT 2 ARV CT RIS S NTZDOTH A 5, HEED A. fama
HIRIZIZ 2 LRI B AR LT TZISEW RO, FRESFED 4. sativa (ZRREE L COF| FHHE
WEETHETIE, WMELENT 0BT, FEERIC S E ORI -7z & b
ol

ZRUC D LT, Z ORI OB IR FR 728U SO FERER 7R FELOZERE A K )
R, FIEFED 6 [HAD BT L 7 IZ OMEEAERD 4 [FHEOEBRER TH D,
AUEN0 s, ZOFEALHHEIT LI IR S B F > TOvevy, i T, FEERiE LA 0% 3k
TR I BB LR L2 E D IZ E A EAITH D, 26 OFEOIREINIZ AT Tk,
SRETFHIRAHLOIE RIS HIHFTE 2 51220, Zhilgls, BEHMA 05 % Ot AR X
I

X
D =27 (Avena) IX LIX LITHGFED oat DFRFEE L TA— MERYTHNDHZ LD
DD, Gl BW I O X2\ 2B H 5 DT, L TN
7T D, B MITEITALFOFFEL U TOHNDL Z ENH LN, TIUTHES
D Avena faa ZFETHEIZ DB AND,
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