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Narrative Dynamics and Authorial Shifts in the Secret History of the
Mongols: Analyzing the Role of Homeland Returns and the Distinctive
Closure in Colophon §282
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Mako Fujii

Abstract

This study centers on the narrative convention in heroic epics, where the climax typically involves
the protagonist's return to their homeland, applying this concept to the Secret History of the Mongols (SHM) .
The text references three returns to the homeland, allowing for its division into four parts. However, the
final part uniquely excludes Colophon §282, forming an independent Part V. Notably, a significant shift in
the 'first author's' sentiment is suggested at §263, which correlates with the mention of the hero's return to
the homeland in §264. This marks a pivotal point in the narrative. Following this, Parts III and IV,
interspersed with two Silgintek (verses), imply that the 'second author' composed §282 in contrast with the

'first author's' narrative culminating in §264.
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