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The Process of Establishing a Gender Equality Plan for Local
Governments in Aichi Prefecture
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Abstract

“Gender equality society” is a society where “men and women have equal opportunities to
participate in activities in all fields of society by their own will as equal members of society, and men and
women can enjoy political, economic, social, and cultural benefits equally and take responsibility
together.” To realize this concept, the Basic Act for Gender Equal Society was enacted in 1999. Based on
these principles, Aichi Prefecture formulated the “Aichi Gender Equality Plan 21 - Toward a Society
Where Individuality Shines” in 2001 as one of the measures to achieve a gender-equal society. Basic
plans for gender equality have also been formulated in each city and town in the prefecture, following the
direction of the prefecture. In the city of Hekinan, which is the subject of this article, preparations have
been underway to formulate the “Third Hekinan City Gender Equality Plan” ahead of the end of the
second plan period in fiscal year 2023. This article examines how gender equality policies are changing to

suit local characteristics as they “descend” from the national to the prefectural and municipal levels.
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