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An empirical research study of “Children with Special Needs” in Nursery Schools —
Part 2: Attempting Typology of “Children with Special Needs”

Sonoo Osaki, Marina Ishihara, Yuko Kawai and Shuji Goto (Aichi Shukutoku University)

Following the previous research titled “An empirical research study of' Children with Special Needs' in Nursery
Schools - Part 17, this study aims to classify and categorize the “Children with Special Needs” identified in public
nursery schools in Nagoya City, and accordingly present various intervention challenges for each category, from the
perspective of caregivers. The categorization is based on the symptoms and behavioral traits of the children. Using
sub—scales for “Inattention/Hyperactivity,” “Behavioral Control,” and “Communication/Sociality” among the measured
symptoms and behavioral traits, hierarchical cluster analysis was conducted for each age group. As a result, four clusters
were identified among 3-year-olds (n=162), five, among 4-year-olds (n=180), and four, among the 5-year-olds (n
=210). These clusters were summarized into the “Attention Difficulty Type,” “Overlap Type,” “Autism Spectrum Type
and Mixed Type”. Among these, the “Overlap Type” appears to pose the highest level of difficulty for caregivers. While
responses from childcare providers were considered for each type, particular attention was given to the “Overlap type,”
with a discussion conducted from the perspective of Polyvagal Theory. It was suggested that the overlap of difficulties
in attention—concentration, and those in controlling emotion and behavior, may arise from relational trauma with

caregivers.

Key words: integrated care, children with special needs, attachment, relational trauma, polyvagal theory.



