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The Cabinet of Kato Tomosaburo as seen by cartoonist Kitazawa Rakuten
—The one year and two month cure depicted in the cartoon—

PER ARORER
Rintaro NISHIO

Abstract

Kato Tomosaburo was a leading admiral of the Taisho period (1912-1926) and served as
Japan's chief plenipotentiary at the Washington Conference (1921.11-1922.2), which aimed
mainly to achieve naval disarmament. He returned to Japan and, following the dissolution
of the Takahashi's Cabinet, was appointed Prime Minister, doubling as Minister of the Navy.
His death (8.8.1923) shortened the duration of the His Cabinet to only one year and two
months, but he devoted himself to the ratification of the treaties he had concluded at the
Washington Conference and to disarmament of the land and naval forces, and he also
achieved the liquidation of the Siberian campaign, which had been viewed with suspicion by
other countries, namely the withdrawal of the Japanese troops from Siberia, In domestic
affairs, he worked for administrative reform and universal suffrage. He had no particular
hobbies, but he showed great interest in the satirical cartoons that appeared in the
newspapers, cutting out the ones he liked and commenting on them to his family. Two
prominent satirical cartoonists of the Taisho era were Kitazawa Rakuten and Okamoto Ippei.
Kitazawa Rakuten, in particular, continuously satirised successive prime ministers and
their cabinets, including Kato Tomosaburo, in his Jiji Manga, which was published as a
supplement to the Sunday edition of Jiji Shinpo from the 1910s to the 1920s. Kato would
have seen Kitazawa's cartoons satirising himself from time to time. How did Kato and his
cabinet appear in the eyes of Kitazawa Rakuten, who criticised and commented on the

satirical cartoons?
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