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Much of the controversy regarding More’s work is, in effect,
controversy as to its genre. That is, the meaning of Utopia — like
the meaning of all literally works — depends on the reader’s
assumptions about (1) the appropriate conventions for
interpreting the work, and (2) the literary tradition in which it

is placed.
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This approach sees Utopia as either humanistic or Christian ideal
come true, and as chapters on war does not fit into this pattern, it

is mostly tacitly overlooked.
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...the Utopians have no way out but to colonize, and Oncken sees
in More’s justification of colonization the justification of a possible
expansionist’s policy towards Ireland, perhaps towards newly-

discovered America.
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...according to D. B. Quinn, More in Utopia even “appears to be
the first Englishman to use the word coloniz in a Roman
(i.e.,imperialist] meaning”. And More’s Utopian colonial theory,
which turns the accusation that a land is “idle and waste” into a
justification for colonizing it, came in fact to be repeated. time and

again in the American propaganda of Renaissance England.
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More’s work set the limits to the possibility of planting overseas
colonies, and appeals to the Roman model of colonia itself were
rare before the 1620s. When used at all, the vernacular term
‘colony’ meant only the plantation of nucleated settlements within
a foreign landscape, and carried none of the negative associations
with exploitation and cultural domination that are implied by the

much later term ‘colonialism’.
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