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Meditations in Purgatory: Reading Seamus Heaney’s “Station Island”
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A hurry of bell-notes

flew over morning hush

and water-blistered cornfields,
an escaped ringing

that stopped as quickly

as it started. Sunday, (1-6)
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the silence breathed

and could not settle back
for a man had appeared
at the side of the field
with a bow-saw, held

stiffly up like a lyre. (7-12)
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“I know you, Simon Sweeney,
for an old Sabbath-breaker
who has been dead for years” (18-20)
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“Stay clear of all processions!”

Sweeney shouted at me

but the murmur of the crowd
and their feet slushing through
the tender, bladed growth
opened a drugged path

I was set upon. (65-71)
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[...] I sensed a presence

entering into my concentration

on not being concentrated (5-7)
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[...] His brow
was blown open above the eye and blood

had dried on his neck and cheek. (10-12)
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the perfect, clean, unthinkable victim.
“Forgive the way I have lived indifferent —

forgive my timid circumspect involvement,”

I surprised myself by saying. (76-79)
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“You saw that, and you wrote that —— not the fact.
You confused evasion and artistic tact.

The Protestant who shot me through the head

T accuse directly, but indirectly, you

who now atone perhaps upon this bed

for the way you whitewashed ugliness and drew

the lovely blonds of the Purgatorio

and saccharined my death with morning dew.” (69-76)
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Then I seemed to waken out of sleep
among more pilgrims whom I did not know

drifting to the hostel for the night. (77-79)
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I dreamt and drifted. All seemed to run to waste
As down a swirl of mucky, glittering flood
Strange polyp floated like a huge corrupt
Magnolia bloom, surreal as a shed breast,

My softly awash and blanching self-disgust.

And I cried among night waters, “I repent

My unweaned life that kept me competent

To sleepwalk with connivance and mistrust.” (30-37)
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Then, like a pistil growing from the polyp,

A lighted candle rose and steadied up

Until the whole bright-masted thing retrieved
A course and the currents it had gone with

Were what it rode and showed. No more adrift,
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My feet touched bottom and my heart revived. (38-43)
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As if the cairnstone could defy the cairn.

As if the eddy could reform the pool.

As if a stone swirled under a cascade,

Eroded and eroding in its bed,

Could grind itself down to a different core. (65-69)
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FHRIC, WA O@ma. THkT 2 HCo@idicEEzchn] EnS 5 aas@ise i3
MEE WV, 6, TOEK, FHOFRBEANLENBEOA x —Y T [X] 282 5DTH
B0

Then I thought of the tribe whose dances never fail

For they keep dancing till they sight the deer. (70-71)

ZNHobiz LRI EZRLTRPORVLEREO Z E2 -0 L
FEOREZRLETHOFET 2051

CCTHEELDOIF, 0 [HE] “‘deer” DA A -V ThH2, [8FLAEAT4—=—]T
. IEEAY ¢ —=— 13 [FEDUA] “Stag-head” (39) # L TWbLEINB, T7HbHEI I,
E—=—OHHE T Z2ENEDA A =V I IR OoNEDKE, £ —=—2HCREZE
LCieddifi & 3. A3 THEKRT 2 AC0EICEE ] hfET a2 & LhTERV, &
WHEETH 5o

B0 FE S SICEmRANC, BARBERBOIRREIT S5, [XL d. KEA 16D 2~
AVOEA, V77V T35« JVADIEHOEELEBFRTHD, t—=—DF ) VF
WO FZEHOBITLAE V. LA Ly BUEZBIOXIRICE T & T, RIL2EWRE| &
HI LI LTOd, FHEEP A R LB > T, EMOBEAEsHEFHS L TO
3D,

FHEN BB FOBEMOMSE S G TRE 5, COBMIIE—=—D4 ) VF LT
b, TORIKS TV e T 7V e T35« 7 VZADIENEGARS HEEEZ TN 5,

As if the prisms of the kaleidoscope
I plunged once in a butt of muddied water

surfaced like a marvelous lightship (1-3)

RE RO - 72 IKD 18T
BEDSIN D THIFIAA R THEED 7 ) X L)
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5 CHBOIEMO LI ICFELTEZNDLS I

i3, TREBWREDE - 727K ] “a butt of muddied water” &, M THEN LA £ —
YOb LM (B) o, [FHOIEM ] “a marvelous lightship” & W9 EIEME A £ — ¥
ERHOLD—SS5ICEAR. —FERKELZ “plunged” bO—0ZE T B L0 RANRE
5N 5,

ke SRS flifEd 2 bODBNE E VS 4 2 =V, BEEOMEICL RS I EMNT
X5,

[monk] spoke again about the need and chance

to salvage everything, to re-envisage
the zenith and glimpsed jewels of any gift

mistakenly abased ...

What came to nothing could always be replenished. (6-10)

UEEED) KOS ol b bE| & BT 5 0N H %

EZHFEOTHEFTLTEVE HOYOSEEDOTES &
ERRAEFEEEZE ) ~EFEEOWELNENLELD 5
ESWEDF v VAR EFRELLH

g L2 b DI ZANHEI/I SN 5 bD7E

()7 L7z “came to nothing” D3, Wo L AKIPITREL 2 HEEL2 LS E 5, £
0w [tz &9 3] “could be replenished” & 3. HIEEMAHOLEMDO L S i1ciE L
FeTEENT LML STWS, g Lrc] L3 BOOSREE [BAEVTHTFLT
W7z ] “mistakenly abased” T & E[ASITH D, Tilifcsh o 5] &3 FHEDQTHM (=
“lewel” 13 - & bHBERENEIET A Y 77 THAD) ZRORT T EERRL TV S,
Vo TAHNE, [IX] ORBTRONIEROINTHT 2HENC I THRVELREATY
5DTH B,

E—=—FFomRER. FHORRTHIA VAL —Ya vi R “fountain” IZ7XZ 5
ABTETHE S, CORIRKEUEBEEDE - 72/KE VS A b DO TIZIE < MBS TE
e LTSN 5,
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How well I know that fountain, filling, running,

although it is the night.

That eternal fountain, hidden away,
I know its haven and its secrecy

although it is the night. (17-21)

HWHETRHENE2HDOREDLILIZEL EH->TWVA
EZRTHAHED

AHIZ2 ¥ dH DkiED R
Z OB EERE DI LB -TV 5
TEARTHAHED

[ b TN % d DR | “that fountain, filling, running” Z GHFDOPRR EL LM v AL — v 3
VEZHINCERL TV S, ThEIABEBIELIENTERVLDTH I, S AHIC D0
“hidden away” & D TdH D ARINFAAET BB O FIFAET 5 [KiED | “eternal” (FAL7S
DTHb, = [EHKE K | “its haven and its secrecy” % [ &< EH-> TJ “know well”
WHEWS T EEF, HONIOKEDRE WS BEOPFIR (—HD I 2 — XWHELE) 1277
ERATELLEVHHEDDIODONELTitD D, V7L A Y [RHEZAKRTHAD ED ]
“although it is the night” &\ C ORMAERD RS NE, TNiF, ZHE (L DIELTF)
L E RUDOEL ST A v 5 v FOREVFEHEN, BUANNL—D A 57 » L LT
G B

ZNTE, KEORPRMT 3 FEOBFR IV > VETILHZDh, TN, EMRD
HOFTIpIpb ZEEBRIETSH 5, [XI] THEOFVA Y AEL—Ya YKL SDE,
—RFEHE DR 2, TOEEIH FTHANLELOTH 5,

This eternal fountain hides and splashes
within this living bread that is life to us

although it is the night.
I am repining for this living fountain.

Within this bread of life I see it plain
although it is the night. (43-51)
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CDORBEDIRPWEEZZ L TKREHFHSH LD I1F
bl bDhEGTHS I DEF B/ Xy D)
lEZARTHAD ED

i LId T3 REENSNE T S
COHMGDNNYDIENTEFDRNBLD DY ERZ B0
EATHAHED

[DicLicbDfmTd b D4 %Y | “this living bread that is life to us” (&, 41 ¥+
VOPER TR ARINEICE 2 Mo &E2EL 0t Bbn s, [XI] BT, 1 v %
EL—va vDEDFONIRICH 20D X 5 BEBINH SNT T & &, ki DIRNFFN K
DAY 77 THBHIEERLEZEZNEF, COXRKEDREFIILT— TV F)2a—XDE)
LB, [ GEOF) ONEBREL ] (172) ITfFET B D EEAZTEV, @BOFITE -
THRIFISERE. Hilsic b @i bEkirlomEic bk o g H o DAMEITKD 5 XX

bOTH-7o TNBRAY 4 —=—MHRF v IEV-ThLO, AL EMBAZRLT
AR

2 4 — = —WRFEDNERICEEI NI TEICBEL0E, VA LR Vaf ZDFELED
MEETh b, YaA R [1] DR 4 —=—=EREINCEE CEE 02175, 2F D

[k 5 HOORGERICAETHN ] LV0HmHEEA50TH S, [1] LR OE,
BTNV a4 Z0MFIT & > THBURAREA, FFEEP OIS NS T LA TERSE 5
ERRons Ei,

VaARid, Ay —=—LEk (BFAEINETCHAEELLCE L SEEIASO
P AB D5 | “You've listened long enough. Now strike your note” (30) & W95 RiMiy7s
52T, CHISHT 2D FOEZ R, BB OMch > RADEEE WS nicb
BEoTHNS, TN AEHET 2HICE. YVaA ROPEEMOIEOED FORKIGHE
— DI BIEA D,

It was as if I had stepped free into space

alone with nothing that I had not known (31-32)

BRSO ERMbBVWE S BEFEL T
— ANCTEHICHRICKOT 72 L57 - 12

B EMIURICHE B 72 COEHIFE. ¥ a A X EDRERIT X - Ty AN EMREIS X S IChE
FHELibpicii-T0wdZ EaERLTWS, [—AT] “alone” & W©HERBEIZ, EHE
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bOOXMRITH B L HHIC “free” 3. 2N E THEO FAHE LD T EHANEH» S £ —
=—MkN-SOH BT EERLTWVDS, free DEEFIE [HEL LD THBIEHID
TAHAORMITENR S, TNTHE, MO [HH] 267co Licdhr, ThEiAfiEd F
DEEIF. TNICHKED FOR D HITH 5,

[...] “Old father, mother’s son,
there is a moment in Stephen’s diary

for April the thirteenth, a revelation

set among my stars —— that one entry
has been a sort of password in my ears,

the collect of a new epiphany,

the Feast of the Holy Tundish.” (34-40)

B SA BROET
MA+=HDOZF 4+ — 7 vOHIITIE
HrmMnEZLEIN TV I ENREDR[ Y B b BBIR
TOSENEDOHITIZ

HEERTRIATELNL TS

LW BABL D KEiiE

By vy vaf]

WH+=HDOZ2 74— YOHILRER, YVaa 2D [HOEMFEOHB] O+=HD;HD
CEEBELTOVS, BEORRID A “set among my stars” & WD D E, PYH = HAMELK
CHEOFORERICY - TED (EBE b —=—0DFEHEMNAT=H). T JIicAl
HMIEBERLEEVIDITH S, [EOHICR/HL2ERTRASHELL > T3] “that
one entry has been a sort of password in my ears” &5 D, ML HENED o LTIk
WICHEERERAEVWE L > TELILEERT DL, Vo TANIE, BEH FOENBORE
ERTEDEVSTEO, #1239 [y v 57 1 v ¥ 2% “the Feast of the Holy Tundish” @
WEERFFE D FOME N TR LY. Ya A ROMEEZT T, TOEEWNSLIUTE
A OHPIZFEE LD TH B,

[y vF sy vaf] OTEY = Flid, +v¥ a7+ ) XL0FEPBICEIMEEK > T
5l L%ERT DR, HOMHT=HOHLTE, FARRT 4 =T ¥ « T4 =57 2
HEADFE L LE LTV ARRIC, FEA T » %V (funnel, JW3p) EFFATL S HD%E S
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Y7 4w ¥a “tundish” EE 9, LAl BTHEANEE [H6D0F VT v vaDl ENT -
LEOLOPITH > Tco HETHNTAHS L, INHVEFETH, Lird, HFED 2 REL
E453I» - 72D 72| “That tundish has been on my mind for a long time. Ilooked it up and find it is
English and good old blunt English too.” (217), EEAT SHIS 2 WHFEH 5 HGE%E . #H T
RiEcH2H7DH > TV B EWS ZOWLd [HFEESE DY, XREICL > THL-ST 5
Nicbo] EVWoH, F¥ar ) X bORAEFHKE T 2L bDE, T, MAREZE
WA T 252 0EEL AL ¥ FEERL TV S, BLIOEA ¥ Mg, BHcHX ST,
BAaBBICKITEB WL ST, HREZECHEFIT@Bns v EFB LT, MARNSHEA
EOLNTETHE, TLTHREIOY a A ZOREMWSIc2DD KA v FIEH, T,
ZTbZTbFvaF ) RLADEIEERL 5500 ESI D, LLSEEETH L, bIIVHER
HaRbEnubons, Thaef{pLlcd, Tl 95 L REKREL STV
bDIEM 51,

VaARFFEDFIT [THA o KED &9 ] “raking at dead fires” (42) D%, K
RHDIC [BEAENDBA L » 70 “Keep atatangent” (47) E&EET 5,

When they make the circle wide, it’s time to swim

out on your own and fill the element
with signatures on your own frequency,

echo soundings, searches, probes, allurements,

elver-gleams in the dark of the whole sea.” (48-52)

i & R A K E  Lic 5% Ol

oy Tk TlkiF g v BEWEm LI
HE MR R WMk B

VIR FFDOHREVS

OB b bR BY THE—MNCT 507

MG & DX EE 2 KL A FER I LcBEHb E WO e b TERBIL T & 72 2 DEfEDHED < <
DT, B FREESPA FAF - IIREEZ VIR A T EEFAAETH L &, T, E
HINCRF Y aF VR PO FABF-ICETEREHHEOKEST 2 XEMES TV, 77T
CHEMER Kb [THA 72K] “dead fires” TH 5 T itk D<, BFICHAH T, T D
RAEL L TAREEENBIEREECOTREL, B0 THBEKICELELEYL]
“signatures on your own frequency” %9 52 &, o0, [T 2 HCOER chFEic
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FMETAHILEEESLTVWEDTH %,

HIE 27 —va vl 3, B0 TFOFFFEEKREIT L5V a M R EDOHEVDHE, FH
FITKD D ZMZ BH, TNIEE5HR, B0 FOEC [HEKRT 2 Ao bR hlfex
TOTEETHIELLOBEDTH S, B FREEH» SEFHA~LIFEL. 1] TR
HLIASOEMNBENVRETOTH %,

=N

The shower broke in a cloudburst, the tarmac

fumed and sizzled. As he moved off quickly

the downpour loosed its screens round his straight walk. (53-55)

MENPXUT TITOLREBHM LB L
SESLIEIR I KL RNXNEE TR BRICESIBEESsTVL &

EL S0 OMBEHEMEL THLEOEDLYITEETA LK

EL»30 DN “downpour” (F\ [ 1] TiELFA [EHEE L&k “light-headed” T [E
EDORRH L 7238 ] “drugged path” 12 [TRWVWIAZ N TV 5 72| “set upon” EFFHE SN TV
O & FRIEIIC, B FORMBARRL TV S, BKEBRTEONILEI ) L) KHE
DdH BB, WMLOHABEAIZTTREME LAEROBHECTXRENEEEEE O, [1 ]
TP L LBERA~ORPEDL D, Bli~ORENPELTCVWEbFTH B, TIT, [IEE
A L7] “loosed its screens” @ [ME] 3, MEGEEHkEOHEATHELEEAONS, 13
Al TR, —HOWMEIZEY FOREHNEAB LB THD, Va1 ZAbZDVED
BEhnbot, SOIT, Yad ZADOENEL 230D DOHITK > THAL KILOFREAKS C 2 T
bHEEFEILEZEIANGZ, BOFRIOKKEDOY— Y THOLDEMEMDREL TS E
EZBRETHAD, DFV, WEHBMOEY Y a4 R E, MITH N TEBRENO R L 238
DFORO ME] &, WEHEEROBEREEZZ OND, BHRICENBD 5 L, HEH
L OXFEPE DD, BEFOMANLH-> TV DTH B,

FO TR X THEXBICL > THEDFHRBCHAHELRSIL, [XI] TRA&AI N
LOEHIET B Y a4 ADFREICHREE . BEICE. 1] o1 EY « 2T 4 —
=—2PhE Lo LE U £ SHEEE & 0 [HKT 2 H Ao ik =z H
BT AHMMEERTR S E TERDED > TV 5, B0 FRKILTH S 0EHOFITES B
TN EE T EIiTL-> T, ANEO L EIO R L IcDTH 5,

E— = —RAWEO/NEAZFTEIG 2 720ic T2 7 —va vE] 280, Bl
BEMHDOE —=— & FOEBY FEHMICE -T2 tB3EBRcrssdnE b, FHE
39 —
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HI3H Tl 2y 4 —=— I KFEEL C—HDFN D fcbN T\, Fioy RO [ ¥ i
{10 LIBE. & —=—0F3. T TEANLBHERIZHED TV T EMEsnTVw S, ©
HLEATE, TOEE [2F—va vE] 3, B b ) v 2 OB T OIS A B I
LTHLOEHRICHEBICHE AV, SROAEDHEEZED 5~ =7 = X b EKER>
BHHEL YA IVZ b= VHEREEV S TEOVD TRV S D by,
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