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Human Connection in E. M. Forster’s “The Eternal Moment”
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Idle people interpreted it to mean that there was no harm in wasting time, vulgar people
that there was no harm in being fickle, pious people interpreted it as an attack upon

morality. (199)
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The only thing worth giving away is yourself [...]
Hitherto I've never felt a really big fool; but when I do, I hope I shall show it plainly (192).
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For she realized that only now was she not in love with him: that the incident upon the

mountain had been one of the great moments of her life —perhaps the greatest, certainly
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the most enduring: that she had drawn unacknowledged power and inspiration from it, just
as trees draw vigour from a subterranean spring. Never again could she think of it as a half
humorous episode in her development. There was more reality in it than in all the years of
success and varied achievement which had followed, and which it had rendered possible.
For all her correct behavior and lady-like display, she had been in love with Feo, and she
had never loved so greatly again. A presumptuous boy had taken her to the gates of
heaven; and, though she would not enter with him, the eternal remembrance of the vision

had made life seem endurable and good. (216-17)
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Far up the valley was a large white village, tossing on undulating meadows like a ship in
the sea, and at its prow, breasting a sharp incline, stood a majestic tower of new grey stone.
As they looked at the tower it became vocal and spoke magnificently to the mountains who

replied. (193)
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The family affection, the affection for the commune, the sane pastoral virtues — all had

perished while the campanile which was to embody them was being built. (205)
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