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He [Wilde] had seen in his mother a woman who could edit journals and mount
political campaigns as well as any man ; and it was from her that he inherited a

lifelong commitment to feminism. *
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Sir Robert Chiltern : . . . No one should be entirely judged by their past.
Lady Chiltern : One’s past is what one is. It is the only way by which people should

be judged.



Sir Robert Chiltern : That is hard saying, Gertrude!
Lady Chiltern : It is a true saying, Robert.?
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Lord Goring : . . . I love you.

Mabel Chiltern : I know. And I think you might have mentioned it before. I am sure
I have given you heaps of opportunities.

Lord Goring : Mabel, do be serious. Please be serious.

Mabel Chiltern : Ah! that is the sort of thing a man always says to a girl before he
has been married to her. He never says it afterwards.

Lord Goring (taking hold of her hand) : Mabel, I have told you that I love you.

Can’t you love me a little in return? °
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With the promise of marriage between Lord Goring and Miss Mabel Chiltern, Wilde
for the first time in his comic dramas brings forward a marriage of intellectual
liberation . . . the Chilterns show us a marriage proper to the sphere of ethics,
while Lord Goring and Mabel Chiltern show us the hope for a marriage proper to the
sphere of art.®

FNy—vhkEE, T—Y Vv IFBEAARVOTHO A » 7 Vid, L ERIICABES 5, F
WG —VEIRADY — « anx— b e F Y-t T 2ER. HEOESEAS-IITHE-TWS
DIZHFL, 24NV FNF—-2F, T—) VIFRBOREZLGEDLHFEHFOHBICEMLNT
Wh, THOH o TNVDFEBICHT EEIFHICRB, KEREEND D, 74V N, COTH%E
BCHBELBFICE->T, B HOBENTHHOBOEBEZE > b SHHIT 20TH 3,
¥ 7. Katharine. Worth i@, SOV F 4 —DH » ZNICDVWT, RO LI IKBRTWV 3B,

We may see this couple as embodying Wilde’s ideas on how to live life for the best.
In this play, for the first time, the philosophy of love and tolerance is realised,

through a witty, not a tragic figure. *
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[Comedy of Manners is] a kind of comedy representing the complex and

sophisticated code of behaviour current in fashionable circles of society, where

appearances count far more than true moral character.*
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In a certain sense Mr. Wilde is to me our only thorough playwright. He plays with
everything : with wit, with philosophy, with drama, with actors and audience, with
the whole theatre. ®
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The man who believed that a truth in art is that whose opposite is also true was
quick to point out that every good man has an element of the woman in him, just
as every sensitive Irishman must have a secret Englishman within himself — and
vice-versa. With his sharp intelligence, Wilde saw that the image of the stage

Irishman tells us far more about English fears than Irish realities, *
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Ireland is of all countries the most foreign to England, and that to the Irishman . . .
there is nothing in the world quite so exquisitely comic as an Englishman’s

seriousness.
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