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. . the less a girl know about life, the better prepared she would contend with
it . . . and this ignorance of anything that could possibly be useful to her was
supposed in some mysterious way to add to her value as a woman and to make her
more desirable companion to a man who, either by experience or by instinct, was

expected to know his world. (22)
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Your first duty now, of course, is to your husband. Remember, we have always
taught you that a woman’s strength lies in her gentleness. His will must be yours
now, and wherever your ideas cross, it is your duty to give up, darling. It is the

woman'’s part to sacrifice herself. (199)
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Love, which had seemed to her [Virginial to solve all problems and to smooth all
difficulties, was helpless to enlighten her. It was not love — it was something else
that she needed now, and of this something else she knew not even so much as the
name. (288)
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Above the harsh black of her dress, which added ten years to her appearance, she
saw the darkened circles rimming her eyes, the faded pallor of skin, the lustreless

wave of her hair, which had once had a satiny sheen on its ripples. (385-386)
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Yesterday [ sacrificed the children to Oliver, and to-day 1 sacrificed Oliver to
the children. I love Oliver as much but I have made the children. They came only
because I brought them into the world. I am responsible for them. (343)
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Her ([Virginia’s] own mother! So she [Virginia] was not the only one who had
suffered this anguish — other women, many women, had been through it before she
was born. It was a part of that immemorial pang of motherhood of which the old
doctor had spoken. (355)
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No woman who had fought with death for a child could ever be the same afterwards
—could ever value again the small personal joys, when she carried the memory of

supreme joy or supreme anguish buried within her heart. (356)
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“You can’t help being old-fashioned, I know. You are not to blame for your ideas ;
it is Miss Priscilla.” Her voice grew stern with condemnation as she uttered the
name. “But don’t you think you might try to see things a little more rationally?
It is for your own sake I am speaking. Why should you make yourself old by dressing

as if you were eighty simply because your grandmother did so?” (431)
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Then, because it was impossible to say the things she had come to say, because
even in the supreme crises of life she could not lay down the manner of lady, she
smiled the grave smile with which her mother had walked through a ruined country,
and . . . passed out into the hall. She had let the chance go by . . . , yet she knew
that, even though it cost her her life, . . . she could not have done otherwise. In the
crucial moment it was principle and not passion which she obeyed ; but this principle,
filtering down through generations had become so inseparable from the sources of
character, that it had passed at last through the intellect in the blood. (487-488)
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