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Bare, starved, desolate, the country closed in about her. The last train of the
day had gone by without stopping, and the station of Pedlar’s Mill was as
lonely as the abandoned fields by the track. From the bleak horizon, where the
flatness created an illusion of immensity, the broomsedge was spreading in a

smothered fire over the melancholy brown of the landscape®.
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Glasgowid. “bare”. “starved”. “desolate”. “abandoned”. “bleak”. “flatness”\ “melancholy”
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This was not music, she thought in surprise, but the sound of a storm coming
up though the tall pines at Old Farm. She had heard this singing melody a
thousand times, on autumn afternoons, in the woods. Then, as it drew nearer,

the harmony changed from sound into sensation; and from pure sensation,

—135—



Language & Literature (Japan) #8%

rippling in wave after wave like a river, it was merged and lost in her
. consciousness. . . . Down there, in the deep below the depths of her being, she
felt it tearing her vitals. Down there in the buried jungle, where her thoughts
had never penetrated, she felt it destroying the hidden roots of her life.
Now it was dying away. Now it was returning. Something that she had
thought dead was coming to life again. Something that she had buried out of
sight under the earth was pushing upward in anguish. (203-204)
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She knew that the place was more to her than soil to be cultivated; that it was
the birthplace and burial ground of hopes, desires, and disappointments. The old
feeling that the land thought and felt, that it possessed a secret personal life of
i1ts own, brushed her mood as it sped lightly by. (233)
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Kinship with the land was filtering through her blood into her brain; and she
knew that his transfigured instinct was blended of pity, memory, and passion.
Dimly she felt that only through this fresh emotion could she attain permanent
liberation of spirit. (260)
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The bridge had damaged by the storm, and the thawing ice had made the the
shallow stream unfordable. Old Mr. Kettledrum, who had given up his practice
and become “the mail rider” for the new rural delivery, had been almost swept

away when he had tried to cross at the ford. Even Willow Creek was so high
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that the log bridge had been torn to pieces by the flood. Yet neither flood nor
snow had held the neighbouring farmers at home. White and black, rich and

poor, they had turned out to visit the widow of a hero in her affliction. (385)
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Endurance. Fortitude. The spirit of the land was flowing into her, and her own
spirit, strengthened and refreshed, was flowing out again toward life. This was
the permanent self, she knew. . . . “Put your heart in the land,” old Matthew
had said to her, “The land is the only thing that will stay by you.” Yes, the
land would stay by her. Her eyes wandered from far horizon to horizon. Again
she felt the quickening of that sympathy which was deeper than all other
emotions of her heart, ... —the living communion with the earth under her feet.

While the soil endured, while the seasons bloomed and dropped, while the
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ancient, beneficent ritual of sowing and reaping moved in the fields she knew
that she could never despair of contentment. (449-450)
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