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Now, it is the peculiar distinction of all woman myths that they were not only
sanctioned but invented by man. Into their creation have entered many of the

major prejudices and a few of the minor prerogatives of the male sex?.
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Thus I mused, in a whimsical reverie, until the ironic spirit at my elbow
proffered me the almost forgotten myth of the ‘ruined woman’. Here, I perceived
at a glance, was the subject I needed. Here was sentiment; here was chivalry;

here was moral tradition:here was a well-honored invention of man. (xvil)
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And then, gradually and imperceptibly, tasted had altered, and the late-Victorian
ideal of beauty had gone out of fashion. Vanished also, or surviving with a
faded splendor was the brilliant archness, the irresistible coquetry, which had
turned the nimble or less solid wits of the nineteenth century. Yes, the truth
was (he perceived this in the very act of denying it) that she had had her long
and glorious day and was now ending. Never again, except in the delusive pages
of fiction, would the great Victorian ideal inflame the emotions and the

imaginations of men. (261)
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“I want him to be happy,” she [Mary Victoria]l was saying, in a tone of
exalted emotion. “If you can make him happier than I can, I am ready—1I am
willing—". . . Then she [Milly] answered quickly, almost fiercely, with a hard
little laugh . . . “But I don’t want him. I thought I wanted him until I saw
him, and then I knew [ didn’t. He doesn’t want me, he wants loneliness. And I

——oh, what I want is something worth loving!” (301)
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“Yes, I am happy.”. . . “Just because I am free. Just because I am free to
begin everything again.”. . . “But the whole world is mine, and in the whole

world there must be something worth loving.” (303)

Mary Victoria & Martin KK SV, [FlAKE - TRLELTORICBES WD | (303)
EEV, ROEHICHLVEBLHEOBS 2 EXHT 5, “Even though I have lost love, I
may still become a power for good in the life of my child” (350) .
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For the decadence of Europe was slowly undermining Virginian tradition, and
even the southern gentleman, he told himself, was beginning to suspect that

ruined woman is an invention of man. (18)
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“But doesn’t she [Milly] know that, in the eyes of the world at least, she is a

ruined woman?” “My dear sister, she doesn’t even suspect it . . . . Whether you
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realize it or not, being ruined is not a biological fact but a state of mind. It
may sound paradoxical to any survivor of the nineteenth century, but Milly has
proved to me that it is impossible to ruin a woman as long as she isn't aware
of it. What really ruined poor Aunt Agatha—yes, and Mrs. Dalrymple, too—
—~was not a fall from virtue but Victorian psychology. You——by what I mean
public opinion in Queenborough and elsewhere——were inoculated with the Puritan
virus.” (184-185)
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'Glasgow, A Certain Measure, 211-212. ZHFTH 5 EBRDL SR ohTW3,

It (The Romantic Comedians) was the first of three comedies or tragicomedies, that I

had placed in my Queenborough, Virginia. For this trilogy, I felt that I required the

distilled essence of all Virginia cities rather than the speaking likeness of one.
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