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Funa Benkei
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Funa Benkei (Benkei on the Boat)

Minamoto—no Yoshitsune helped his elder brother Yoritomo win the war. Then, after the Genji won
a victory over the Heike, he was hated by his brother. To run away from him, Yoshitsune leaves
Kyoto with his wife Shizuka, his best follower Benkei and others. At the Daimotsuno—Ura shore, he

sadly bids farewell to Shizuka and boards the boat.

SHIZUKA:

[ can’t dance because I'm sad to leave you.

CHORUS:

She’s unwilling to wave her sleeves, in sorrow.
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SHIZUKA:
[ remember the story of Lord Toshu in China. He followed Kosen, King of Etsu.

CHORUS:

King Kosen and his lord Toshu hid somewhere at Mt. Kaikei

And planned ways of defeating the King of Go.

Finally they killed him, and Kosen achieved his purpose.

Thus Kosen conquered the whole country again and regained people’s respect. Toshu helped him
to win the war.

As a minister of Etsu, loyal to his king,

He got engaged in governing the country.

At last he won fame and name, as expected.

Then he thought it best to retire from his position,

And decided to enjoy boating at a lake and leading a quiet life.

SHIZUKA:

[ know of such a good story.

CHORUS:

After leaving Kyoto,

While floating on the waves of the western sea,

If Yoshitsune sincerely tells his brother

that he is not plotting a rebellion against him,

Both will establish brotherhood again.

If people ask for the love of Amida,

If people ask for the love of Amida, all life in this world,

He will save you.

CHORUS:

As long as Amida loves people,

SHIZUKA:

If Amida really loves people,
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CHORUS:

Yoshitsune will be able to go up in the world.
Now is the time to leave.

Hey, crew members, slip her moorings!
Hurry! Slip her moorings!

Yoshitsune is urged to go on board,

And finally he has left his temporary lodging.

SHIZUKA:

So Shizuka, in tears,

CHORUS:

Takes off her cap and robe.

Speechless with weeping, she bids him farewell.
All who look on her fully share her grief.

All who look on her fully share her grief.

The Japanese Delegation to the 10th Anniversary Concert of Sister City Partnership between
Inuyama, JAPAN and Davis, CA, USA

Leader: Kobayashi, Yoshio, Ph.D., President of Friends of Davis

Members: Kaoru Kato

Yasuko Yamane
Michiko Mori
Yoshiko Takeichi
Keiko Tamaki
Osamu Miyata
Motoko Itakura

Kayoko Miyashita
Kinuko Hirano
Midori Oishi

Koji Takeichi
Toshio Tamaki
Nobuyuki Hayashi
Tokuji Matsuda
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Michiko Okumura
Ichiro Ohama
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Hotel: Hallmark Inn
110 F Street
Davis, CA 95616
Phone Number: 530-753-3600

[tinerary

FRIDAY Nov. 4

Departure: CTR (Nagoya) 14:25 NH #340
Arrival: NRT (Tokyo) 15:30

Departure: NRT (Tokyo) 17:25 NH #008
Arrival: SFO 10:30 A.M.

To Davis by bus

SATURDAY Nov. 5

Tour in Davis

SUNDAY Nov. 6

The 10th Anniversary Concert at Veterans Memorial Theater

MONDAY Nov. 7
Departure: SFO 11:10 NH #007

TUESDAY Nov. 8

Arrival: NRT (Tokyo) 15:25

Departure: NRT (Tokyo) 18:15 NH #339
Arrival: CTR (Nagoya) 19:25
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