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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the types of documents primarily used for
the researches both in the Japanese literature and the studies in the Japanese language
by analysing citations of selected research papers. The study in this method needs to
be done since some of prior researches show that those fields have been recognized as
representatives in the humanities.

First, the author conducted interviews with researchers in the above fields. Through
the interviews she could verified the names of academic societies and the titles of
scholarly journals which are considered indispensable in the fields. The following two
aspects were also lead to be pointed out:

1) A researcher examines whether the material at hand hands is edited for its scholarly
community.

2) S/he tends to trace a particular author who is related to his,/ her research topics.

The following three journals were selected for the survey based on the above results:
Kokugogaku, Kokugokokubun and Kokugo to Kokubungaku.119 articles published in
1994 and 122 in 1997 were chosen from these titles.

The author examined nine aspects regarding on types of publications, types of
documents, and authors of documents through analysis of 1351 citations in 1994 and
1516 in 1997 respectively from the above. The frequency of citations of multiple
documents by the same author was also included for the examination.

The statistical results were divided into each field of the Japanese literature and the
studies in the Japanese language. The followings were found from the results:

1) The order of frequency for types of cited materials: book; journal/college bulletin;
the others. The total percentage of the first and the second types were more than 80%.

2) It was about 20 % in total for a researcher to cite multiple documents by the
same author in his,her paper.

It was also clarified that the latest documents were not always most significant for
his,/her researches. Though, the author of the document cited was the major factor of
document citation.
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