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Authorship standard to establish publication ethics in life science
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Abstract

The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors drew up guidelines on
authorship in 1985 based on the principle that each author should be able to defend the
work publicly. Several studies have shown, however, that the guidelines are not working.
Many authors do not meet the criteria. Gift authorship is so common and many
people accept it. The rewards are obvious: tenure, promotion, research grants, especially
in a society that measures worth by the number of papers produced rather than their
quality. Though there was not enough evidence to justify an immediate change in the
definition of authorship, a radical solution on the idea of authorship has suggested
that replace authors with contributors and guarantors. This film credit system would
eliminate gift authorship. This paper discusses on prolific researchers, average number
of authors in a scientific paper, abuse of authorship, guideline on authorship by
Vancouver group, and new idea of authorship. We have to encourage debate on authorship
standards to establish scientific integrity and publication ethics.
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