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Abstract

The study provides principal factor of library and information science studies (LIS)
education in U.S. by analyzing 1,337 courses of master's programs in 24 LIS schools
accredited by ALA in 1998. The research method was that keywords that indicated
“scope”, “object” or “method” of courses were extracted from course descriptions at first
and then courses were classified according to keywords. Finally, 20 categories were made.

The results of this research were as follows:

1) LIS programs aimed at information professionals who have specialized knowledge of
specific subject.

2) The library was dealt with as the most major information providing organization, but
diverse information was dealt with in the courses which included “information
management and organization” and “information resources” categories.

3) Information technology influenced contents of courses which included “information
management and organization”, “information media”, “information system” and
“information transfer” categories.

4) In over 90% of schools, courses were held that included “information resources”,
“information management and organization”, “information storing and retrieval”,
“information services”, “information organization”, “information systems” and
“information media” categories. It is notable that a higher proportion of schools
had required courses which included “information management and organization” and
“information services” categories.

Two principal factors of LIS education in U.S. were found from the above results:

1) Knowledge on information of various disciplines and information management, and
their skills as well as knowledge in information services in a library and their skills.

2) Basic knowledge on information retrieval and on general information systems, and their
skills.

It is considered to influence the curriculums whether their names of the schools have
with or without “Library”. The former offers classes which deal with knowledge and
skills related to conventional library services. The latter offers mainly information services
with other related disciplines such as computer science. Such difference reflects different types
of professions aimed by these schools.
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1 [lAlabama University of Alabama School of Library and Information Studies Master of Library and Information Studies
2 {{Arizoma University of Arizona School of Information Resources and Library Science Master of Arts
Graduate School of Education & Information Studies,

E

University of California, Los Angeles

Department of Library and Information Science

Master of Library and Information Science

4 IFlon'da State  |Florida State University School of Information Studics Master of Science in Eibrary and Information Smdies
Master of Arts

5 "Hawaii University of Hawaii at Manoa Library and Information Science Program Master of Library and Informaiton Studies

6 "I]linois University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  |Graduate School of Library and Information Science Master of Science

7 Il!ndiana Indiana University School of Library and Information Science Master of Library Science

8 Jhimporia State  |Emporia State University School of Library and Information Management Master of Library Science

9 "Mzryland University of Maryland College of Library and Information Services Master of Library Science

10 "]‘ fichi University of Michi School of Information Master of Information

11 "Rulgers Rutgers University School of Communication, Information and Library Studies | Master of Library Service

12 I]_ang Istand Long Istand University Palmer School of Library and Information Science Master of Science in Library and Information Science

13 "Syracusc Syracuse University School of Information Studies Master of Library Science

14 “SUN'Y Albany [State University of New York at Albany School of Information Science and Policy Master of Library Science

15 ||SUNY Bautfalo

State University of New York at Buffalo

School of Information and Library Studies

Master of Information and Library Science

16 _|[North Carolina

University of North Carotina at Chapel Hill

School of Information and Library Science

Master of Science in Library Science

Drexel University

College of Inf Science and Technology

Master of Science, Library and Information Science

17 I[Drexel

18 [pis

School of Information Sciences,

1 University of Pi . | " Master of Library and Information Scicnce
Department of Library and Information Studies
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Master of Library Sci
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Graduate School of Library and Information Science
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School of Library and Information Studies
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School of Library and Information Science

Master of Library and Information Science
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17 |Drexel 75 1 1 0 73
18 |Pittsburgh 82 2 15 9 56
19 |Tennessee 59 8 0 0 51
20 {Texas Woman's 63 9 15 0 39
21 |North Texas 77 4 14 4] 59
22 |Texas 117 17 16 0 84
23 |Wisconsin-Ma 58 2 6 0 50
24 |Wisconsin-Mi 83 3 2 3 75
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