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Subject search for music:
quantitative analysis of access point selection
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Abstract

This study aims to explore useful tools for subject search of music materials
‘in online environment. To comprehend problems regarding the issue, the author
surveyed 21,177 online catalog search logs in an academic library of music.

The author analyzed what access points a searcher selected as initial queries of
each search session. Then she examined how a searcher changed a selection of
access points after initial search query resulted in either zero-hit or information
overload.  Subject terms were categorized according to the list of types
representing music characteristics.

It became clear that searchers tended to use more than two kinds of access
points at an initial search. Their combinations were made in various ways.
Subject terms were found to be useful to refine search queries when searching by
a generic title. It was also revealed that the medium of performance 1s an
important facet for music search.

This study was presented at the MIR2000:International Symposium on Music
Information Retrieval on the 23 to 25" of Oct., 2000 at Plymouth, Mass.
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