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Abstract

Context plays an important role in a number of domains where reasoning
intervences as in understanding, interpretation diagnosis, etc. The reason is that
reasoning activities heavily rely on a background or experience that is generally
not made explicit and that gives a contextual dimension to knowledge.

The first work considering context explicitly are in Natural Language.

Researchers in this domain focus on the linguistic context, semantic context,
physical and perceptual context,and social context. In Artificial Intelligence, the
lack of explicit representaion of context is one of the reasons of the failures of
many Knowledge-Based Systems. This contextual component is generally not
acquired with the knowledge because knowledge engineers asked what expert’
solution is, not how they reach in.

The aim of this work 1s that making context explicit,acquiring knowledge
incrementally and explaining in context must be considered as intrinsic aspects of
any problem solving, as information seeking, in which the user has a crucial role
to play. Since 1995, several scientific works deal specifically with context.

The paper is structured hereafter in the following way. Chapter 1 describes
the definition of context and the diversity of interpretation of the context
notion. Chapter 2 presents a framework in which this diversity makes sense, and
chapter 3 illustrates a relation of information behaviour and context and chapter
4 explores context according to information behaviour research and chapter 5
concludes by more general discussion.
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