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Abstract

Library lending system in the United Kingdom has changed its direction with
the establishment of the National Lending Library for Science and Technology
(NLLST) in 1962. The system with central lending library became truly national
system, by changing the library cooperation among regional library bureaux
which had existed since the early 20th century. This change occurred by the
tremendous demands of scientific and technological materials after World War
II, and the necessity to deal with this problem invited the establishment of
NLLST. This library was quite new in terms of its space management, its
facilities, and its activities, as a result, it was acknowledged as epoch-making
organization. It was, however, based on the traditional lending system
throughout the country. NLLST was, on the other hand, the realization of
unique ideas of Dr. Urquhart, its first director, in order to create a new library
activity. With the tremendous success of this library, it became a central
lending system for the libraries throughout the United Kingdom, and it became
the Lending Division, later the Document Supply Centre, of the British Library.
This article tries to clarify the background of how NLLST was realized, and to
examine 1n detail 1ts collection, house keeping, and its services for scientists
(lending, translation of Russian and other language articles, etc), and lastly, to
point out the influence of this library on other library activities and library
policies of other countries.
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