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Abstract

The British Library (BL), the national library of the United Kingdom,
established in 1973, has been widely known in Japan as well as in the world for
its activity of supporting organization of research and development in the field
of library and information science. This activity could be traced back to 1915
when the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) was created
as the government agency to support information bureaux among industrial
organizations, and to 1965 when the Office for Scientific and Technical
Information (OSTI) began to subsidize researches of Aslib and others. According
to the recommendation of the Dainton Committee (National Libraries
Committee), BL's Research and Development Department (BLRDD) has succeeded
OSTI's role, and since then supported over 1,500 reports and seminars. This
article describes historical background of the support system of research and
development in the United Kingdom, especially BL's support system, and
analyzes the contents of BL's reports. Their reports are of interest for their
wide variety of themes in the field of library and information science. Among
them computer systems research and user studies are major contributions.
Support of the British research and development has been appreciated globally
as the unique phenomenon of national library's service of the 20th century.
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