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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to suggest a checking tool for the activities of
the school libraries to develop the lifelong learners. This study adapted activity
theory developed by Engestrom to Japanese school libraries. The reason why
activity theory was chosen here as a checking tool is that it seems to have
more suitable structure than the other theories. This study examined the data
using three factors of activity theory, “rules”, “community” and “division of lab
or” in activity theory. The sample data were obtained from the questionnaire
survey about the collaboration of the elementary school libraries or junior high
school libraries and the public libraries in Kobe city (n=140), Toyoha city
(n=41) and Toyota city (n=51) in 2008,

In terms of “rules”, the author discussed if “School Library Act” (SLA)
influenced the activities of school libraries, because staffing for school libraries
in the schools which had less than 12 classes was on probation in Japanese
school library act. The data which had differences between three regions were
analyzed from the aspect of “community”. “Division of labor” was discussed by
analyzing cooperation between the school libraries and the public libraries.

The contradictions in the school libraries organized by means of activity
theory. There was no relationship between the size of the schools and their
cooperation with the public libraries. According to SLA, the schools which have
more than 12 classes do not need to full-time staffing. Therefore it seems that
even if there were the staffs, they could not act fully in the school libraries.

The results about “community” showed that the cognition of the collaboration
with public libraries varied from region to region. In the region that public
library had provided support to the school libraries, most of the school libraries
answered that their collaboration level was high.

The results about “division of labor” showed that a lot of school libraries
staff chose homeroom teachers as the collaborating partner. However, it
appears that the most of the school libraries were the organizations that could
not help others and were sup-ported by the others. Therefore, many school
libraries may not perform fully their functions to support other organization
and individuals.

The future problem is to collect and analyze the data about the other three
factors of activity theory, “Tools”, “Subject” and “Object”.
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