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Abstract

This paper is consisted of 38 parts. The aim of the first part is to review
major conceptual development in the information seeking behavior research. The
conceptual development and research in information seeking behavior is
increasing. While information science is not a theoretical science, theory in
information seeking behavior is important. Because there is no overarching
paradigm for research in these areas . The interesting variations occurred in
the information seeking behavior research. Recently, evidence of an increase in
the use of conceptual frameworks within information seeking behavior research
is pointed by other researchers. This chapter reviews these developments in
three approaches. 1) cognitive approach, 2) social approach, 3) multi-faced
approach.

For the field of information seeking behavior the challenge remains to provide
concrete guidance for system design. It is necessary to include a lots of
results of case study in theory.

One may need a broad definition of information science in order to consider
application of activity theory in the field. The second part reviews from aspects
of psychology through education, to information systems and human -computer
interaction and information seecking behavior. The aim of this part is to
review the history of the concept of activity theory and its applications and
to suggest how those applications might find their way into library and
information science.

The third part is structured as fellows. First, the historical background and
nature of activity theory are presented. This is followed by an analysis of its
use in some fields of interest to information science, and then the implications
of those development for information science are presented. Finally, brief
conclusions on the significance of activity @heory for information seeking
behavior are presented , together with an activity-theoretical expansion of
information science to include related disciplines.

Although activity theorv has not been dealt with previously as a topic in
information science some researchers in Nordic countries have drawn attention
to its value in this field and other fields. They explored activity theory as one
of the new approaches to human-computer interaction research.
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