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Adoption of Japanese Classics in the 2005 edition of Japanese Language Textbooks

for Elementary Schools
FIRES (Mayumi NAKASHIMA)

In February 2008, new elementary school curriculum guidelines were announced, and regarding
Japanese language courses, the idea to “focus on Japanese Classics” was introduced. Up to now,
Japanese Classics in elementary schools were centered on learning haiku and tanka (31-syllable
poems). However, if Japanese Classics are to be officially adopted, there will be several things to
consider, such as which textbooks should be selected and how to teach. Therefore, in this thesis,
focusing on the 2005 edition of Japanese language textbooks for elementary schools, the type of

materials included and their arrangement in the textbooks will be examined.
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