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Changes in the Inclusion of the Story of Kaguyahime in Japanese-Language

Educational Materials for Primary Schools

FUEE S (Mayumi NAKASHIMA)

Kaguyahime, the Shining Princess (also known as Taketori Mdnogatari, the Tale of the Bamboo
Cutter) is a standard teaching aid used to introduce the classics in junior high school. As oﬁe reason
for including Kaguyahime in educational materials, one can mention that Japanese children read
and become farhiliar with it from childhood.Through a comparison with period picture books, this
essay will present an analysis and discussion of changes in the inclusion in educational materials of
Kaguyahime, which appeared in textbooks from the prewar through the postwar periods, and of the

story’s value as a teaching aid.
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