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An intervention which utilize children’s capacity to analogize

helps autistic children to comprehend word meaning.

-A communication analysis of interaction between children and a therapist. -

Yasuhiro FUNAZAKI

The authors have proposed a cognitive science-based instructional technique for instruction of autistic
children in language comprehension in which the meaning of tasks is explained by inference based on the
child’s existing knowledge. To clarify the characteristics of this instructional technique, an instructional
setting was selected in which a child says “finished” once a print-out of tasks is complete and a transcript was
created based on a video recording of that setting. A proposition, i.e. that a child instructed to do so would
say “finished” upon completing a print-out of tasks, predicated upon a communicative act by an adult and the
intent of that act and this proposition and intent as interpreted by the child were inferred and described in turns
and then analyzed from the perspective of communication. Results indicated that discrepancies between the
two readily occurred. Results also indicated this instructional technique modified cues immediately
reminding the child of incorrect propositions when such a discrepancy occurred and served to revise

communication so that the two agreed.
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