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A Study of Korean Emphatic Expressions Indicating
"Comparative Level" :

Focusing on co-occurrence relationships of functionalized words
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Abstract

Emphasis is the intensification of the content and/or meaning of a statement, and it is generally
considered that this the strengthening of the degree of modulation in the content’s aspects of
“attribution” “comparison” “summary” and “negation” etc. In this paper, emphatic expressions that
indicate levels of “comparison” in Korean are taken up, and how each is used is examined. The objects
of this examination are eleven expressions chosen based on their frequency of use and level of
importance in dictionaries. These were then divided into comparatives and superlatives. The
comparatives were further divided into three groups according to dictionary definitions—“more (&)
type, “even more (3+%)” type, and “conspicuously (f-55)” type—and then analyzed. As objective
dimensions of the individual words are weak, importance was placed on the co-occurrence
(collocation) relationship of the emphatic expression and modified word, after first confirming

collocation relationships in parts of speech, analysis was attempted focusing on the modified emphatic

content.
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