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Abstract

In many Japanese universities and colleges, departments of tourism have been newly established in
recent years, and the number of students studying tourism has increased enormously. Less than
20% of the graduates who have studied tourism in universities or colleges, however, have gotten jobs
in the tourism industry. Must we say that this is a mismatch?

Now Japanese universities and colleges have to be concerned about their students’ getting jobs.
However, with the exception of specific departments, universities and colleges are not vocational
schools.

Tourism is concerned with various social phenomena. Therefore, it is necessary to investigate it
through various studies of economics, business, ethnology, psychology, sociology, etc. We can also say
that tourism consists of academic study and practical learning.

Beginning with experiences of or interest in travelling, students can obtain the ability of discovering
problems and developing creativity through the study of tourism. Moreover, communication ability
and a mind for hospitality, which are obtained by practical learning, are welcomed by not only the

tourism industry but also other industries.
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