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‘Shui-hu chuan’ and Fajei’s recitation: A comparison with special
emphasis on “Wu-song exterminates a tiger”

REHEM
Mako Fujii

Abstract

This study indicates the integration of the Chinese text Shui-hu chuan into the Mongolian culture,
focusing on the description of the chapter “Wu-Song exterminates a tiger” recited by Fajei, a famous
reciter in Mongolia. The texts used here are a Chinese version: The 70-chapter version of Shui-hu chuan
published by Jiangsu Guji Publishing, 1985, and the Mongolian version recited by Fajei: (Mongyol uran
jokiyal-un degeji jayun bilig orosibai) edited by C.Damdingsiiriing, the fourth edition, Inner Mongolia
Commoner Publishing, Hohhot, 1979.Five points can be observed between the original Chinese version

of Wu-song’s fight against a tiger and its Mongolian oral version recited by Fajei.

(@ Lack of the tiger’s three moves

The Chinese version describes the three moves of the tiger: kicking with the forelimbs, kicking with the
hindlimbs and sweeping with the tail. These could be fascinating aspects of the story for the listeners.
However, Fajei did not prefer to describe these moves in his recitation. Instead, he ventured to avoid these

completely.

@ A deviation from the move of kicking the middle of the tiger’s forehead and his eyes

The original version describes Wu-song immobilizing the tiger with a kick to the middle of his forehead
and his eyes; however, in Fajei’s version, Wu-Song strikes the tiger’s head with his hand(s).

(® The absence of the tiger’s move of digging a hole
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The scene in which the tiger digs a hole and piles up earth on both the sides has been described comically
in the Chinese version. In contrast, this scene is absent from Fajei’s version. He might have avoided the

description of the dying tiger as in the original because it is comical.

@ Lack of description of the tiger’s blood

Unlike in the Chinese version, Fajei’s recitation also lacks the description of the tiger’s blood.

® Different ways of killing the dying tiger

In the original Chinese version, the hero kills the tiger with a fatal blow and leaves it to bleed; however, in
Fajei’s version, the way of killing the tiger reminds one of the killing of sheeps and goats.

The five differences mentioned above can be summarised as follows: The first three points imply that
a certain respect was accorded to the tiger in Fajei’s version.The fourth and fifth points imply that there
was a taboo on the mentioning of blood in Fajei’s version. Contrary to Fajei’s intention, by avoiding the
description of the tiger as a four-footed animal, the tiger is personified. Fajei’s unintended personification
of the tiger is also connected to the literary arts without visibility developed in the Mongolian culture
while the illustration (of Wu-Song killing the tiger) contributed greatly to the circulation of Shui-hu chuan
in the Chinese culture.
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