BHWHERFZRFGGRLE — 7 a— UL h LTy — - ala=r—va UIFER— $75 2015 11

ToEAfhsE] (23617 27 L3 A Bk
—7 ~y FBEDORBUESINT—

The Ambaqai qahan incident in The Secret History of the Mongols

Based on a hypothesis of Qotula’s involvement
Mako Fujii

Abstract

According to the general understanding of Ambaqai qahan’s death, the second gahan’s death of the
Mongol people in the Secret History of the Mongols, Ambaqai kahan is regarded to have been killed by
betrayal of the Tatar people. And this incident is also considered as a first step in the formation of hostile
emotions toward the Tatar people among the Mongols. This paper questions this view by posing the
hypothesis that Qotula, Ambaqai gahan’s successor, was involved in the incident. In fact, strangely enough,
Ambagai kahan left his last words to the pre-leader’s son Qotula, not to his own son Qada’an. The
irregularity of conveying his last request seems related to this hypothesis. Moreover, a number of
incomprehensible narratives observed in the Ambagai’s incident become comprehensible if this hypothesis
is accepted. In addition, the Mongols are observed to have been divided into the two groups after Ambagai’s
death even though the Mongols should have been united in taking Ambaqai’s revenge against the Tatar.
This separation of the Mongols supports the hypothesis.
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