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Classification of clauses by degree of necessity:
Adjective clauses and noun clauses
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Abstract

This paper proposes a classification of clauses as seen from degree of necessity of qualifier.
Qualified nouns are modified by adjective clauses. Noun clauses are made by formal nouns and noun
clauses cannot be formed without qualifiers. There are proper nouns, formal nouns and common nouns in
the Japanese language. Qualifiers for proper nouns are supplementary. Qualifiers which become the
substance of formal nouns are obligatory element. In the case of common nouns, the requisite of qualifiers
is changed by the context or the nature of the noun. There are three types of adjective clauses, which are
classified as nonrestrictive clauses, restrictive clauses and clauses which become the substance of the
qualified noun. Further autonomy of qualifiers varies with the type of clause. Therefore we analyzed
qualified nouns and formal nouns, and then we clearly presented our ideas in shape about a continuous

connection between adjective clauses and noun clauses.
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