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The Underlying Logic Justifying the Elimination of the Jiirkins in the
Secret History of the Mongols: |
A hypothesis that Biiri-Boké was Genghis Khan’s supporter

B B

Mako Fujii
Abstract
According to a series of sections from §129 to §140 in the Secret History of the Mongols,
Biiri-Boko is generally regarded to have been a foe of Genghis Khan; he was in charge
of the feast of the Jiirkins, although genealogically he was not a direct member of their
’conimunity. At the feast, Biri-Boko stabs Genghis’s half-brother, Belgiitei, in the
shoulder. The Jiirkins became Genghis Khan’s enemies after they did not fight with
him against the Tatar people. The battle against the Tatars was also demanded by the
Jin dynasty. This paper questions Biiri-Boké’s hostility by posing the hypothesis that
he took Genghis Khan’s side at the feast. In fact, strangely enough, Biiri-Boko
appeared again after the battle against the Tatars resulted in Genghis’s victory, when
he was ordered to wrestle with Belgiitei. If he was truly a foe of Genghis, he would
already have sought shelter, refusing to be killed by Genghis, who was planning the
wrestling as a good excuse. The naive attitude of not taking refuge when facing this
crisis seems related to this hypothesis. Moreover, Genghis’ reproach for the Jiirkins
was related to a number of small incidents that happened at the feast; it was not
related to their nonparticipation in the campaign against the Tatars, their shared
enemy. Why were these small incidents needed as an excuse for Genghis to eliminate
the Jiirkins? This paper examines, firstly, the validity of the hypothesis that Biiri-Boko
was Genghis’s intelligence agent acting within the Jiirkins, and secondly, the validity
of the interpretation that Genghis intended to eliminate them, regardless of whether
or not they participated in the battle against the Tatars.
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