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Sentence Elements and the “Subject - Predicate” Structure in Japanese:
Classification of sentence patterns for Teaching Japanese

R AR

TSUSAKA Tomohiro
Abstract

The purpose of this péper is to examine sentence patterns in Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language.
Classification of sentence elements composing the koto form is different depending on the researcher.
The most remarkable difference is the classification of complements. Complements in Japanese are
different from English, and it is an indispensable element. This paper classifies elements composing the
koto form into subject, predicate, object, complement and additive. This paper considers “ga,” “ni,” “0”
and “to” as complements. The problem of sorting out the subject from the complement is caused by the
double-subject or the subject which appears in the locative case. Because of the function of “ga,” this
paper uses the “Subject - Predicate” structure, and it performs as a predicate. Constituted in the koto form,

the “Subject - Predicate” structure is different from the notion of “Theme - Explanation.”
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