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‘This is not thy deception, nor thy witchcraft: it is the work of na-

ture. She was roused, and did — no miracle — but her best.’ (445)
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I listened to Mr Rochester’'s narrative, but made no disclosure in
return. The coincidence struck me as too awful and inexplicable to

be communicated or discussed. If | told anything, my tale would be

such as must necessarily make a profound impression on the mind
of my hearer: and that mind, yet from its m:.:mlsmw too prone to
gloom, needed not the deeper shade of the supernatural. 1 kept

these things then, and pondered them in my heart. (472)
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I was excited more than I had ever been; and whether what fol-

lowed was the effect of excitement the reader shall judge. (444)
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We have not seen the process of her religious education and faith,
and the divine law which she invokes in the crisis has not been

(2)
assoicated with either her feelings or her reason.
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The framework of the novel is consistently Providential, but with-
(=)
in the frame there are omissions and simplifications.
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The explanation for not revealing the coincidence to Rochester is,
as Bronté must have recognized, a tremendous non sequilur. The
suffering mind, “prone to gloom”™ — not only Rochester's but her
own — wants precisely the reassurance of supernatural and be-

()
nevolent intervention than she withholds.
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I live with God in my heart and daily praise him for the good he
()
has done me.
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It appears to me that the biographer errs also in being too solici-
tous to present his hero always in a striking point of view — too
()

negligent of exact truth. He eulogizes too much.
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(e) Kathleen Tillotson, Novels of the Eighteen Fourties (Oxford, at the
Clarendon Press, 1954) pp. 258-59.

A,BV Diana Basham, The Trial of Women: Feminism and the Occult Sciences
in Victorian Literature and Society (Macmillan, 1992) p. 2, p. 8.
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Basham, pp. 57—8. Elaine Showalter, “Florence Nightingale’s Feminist
Complaint: Women, Religion, and Suggestions for Thought” (Signs, 6,
1981), pp. 397-98..

() Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar, The Madwoman in the Attic (Yale
Univ. Press, 1979) p. 444
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The destiny which Providence in His goodness and wisdom seems to

offer me will not — I am aware — be generally regarded as brilliant.

VIS S0 v NONRIORENAD TR N KQITD Q8
NE<EWO Lu-2¥pNOR R IECEHUIEDY YNt
BN oRNONRS0P HANEFD—DN—HKHURTOIVHE N
ODY RN KWL HINLCR2IRH5° .

(=) [mRHLTH]| V30 HLYSMEHY S &R
SRS WSS autobiographic 40 5 %" autobiographical novel €
PEEE0° NENACTHERIUNHRBE Y BXmMERCRE S
T2 VUPRKIKV IR BRCREWSHORVMI L vie
MUPBS5° ULV ke 24 —%KEHo
UEROW I

For the novels are not Bronté's autobiography cast in fictional form ;
they are fictions cast in what Bronté called “the autobiographic form.”
(Annette Tromly, The Cover of the Mask: The Autobiographers in Char-
lotte Bronté's Fiction, Univ. of Virginia, 1982, p. 14.)

(©) Ruth wm;wa Yeazell, “More True than Real: Mysterious Summons”
Nineteenth Century Fiction, 29 (1974) pp. 127—-43.
(@) Peter Allan Dale, ‘Charlotte Bronté’s “Tale half - told", The Disruption
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of Narrative Structure in Jane Eyre’, Modem Language Quarterly, 47
(1986) p. 121.

(2) Barbara Hardy. “Providence Invoked: Dogmatic Form in jane Eyre and

Robinson Crusoe” (1964) in Charlotte Bronté's Jane Eyre, edited by Harold
Bloom (Chelsea House Publishers, 1987) p. 27. £ —ih ¥ Bz M-8
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Hardy, p. 28.

Dale, p. 120.

Dale, p. 120.
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Jane’s success in these final scene is, ... triumphant almost with a
VENMEZRATICE . . .\ v vt ettt ettt e ettt e e e e s
But like most of the other characters in this novel, Jane seems more
than willing to sacrifice truth in order to maintain power in the story-
telling situation. She withholds, for example, the story that she might
tell Rochester to corroborate his own account of their telepathic com-
munication . . ..

(Carol Bock, Charlotte Bronté and Storyteller's Audience, Univ. of lowa
Press, 1992, pp. 100-101)
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Keith Rinehart, “The Victorian Approach to Autobiography™ Moedem
Phiology, 51 (1954), pp. 177-86.

() The Brontes, Their Lives, Friendship and Corvespondence (First edition,

1933, Oxford, reprinted in two volumes, 1980 by Porcupine Press INC.
1980) Vollll, p. 225.
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Jane's hyperbolic description of her happiness betrays the same com-
placency that she has confronted in other people so often . ... But by
means of her inflationary rhetoric, she inadvertently undercuts her

own fictive Eden. (p.59)
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... narrow human doctorines, that only tend to elate and magnify a
few, should not be substituted for the world—redeeming creed of
Christ. (p. 35)
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I perceive myself that some ligh falls on earth from Heaven—that some
rays from the shrine of truth pierce the darkness of this life and
world; but they are few, faint, and scattered, and who without pre-
sumption can assert that he has found the only true path upwards?
(11, 242)
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