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Milk Processing Technique in a Prehistoric Slavic Culture
—Historical study on the basis of vocabulary in Slavic languages —
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Abstract

In this paper, I attempt to explore the technique for milk processing in the prehistoric Slavic culture
in the light of etymology of the vocabulary concerning the rennet. The Slavic languages have a pair of
words denoting the cheese, which are assumed to have been inherited from profound antiquity in an initial
stage of proto-Slavic language. Of these words, one is obviously conceived to be a type of cheese, which
is coagulated with the help of rennet. Furthermore, I propose the hypothesis that besides the rennet
obtained from the forth stomach of young ruminants, also had been utilized the sorrel for coagulation of

milk, which is denoted in a cognate word amongst Slavic languages.
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