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Teaching Chinese at “Period for Integrated Studies” :
Problems and solutions at elementary schools in Shiranuka Town
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Zhao Shizhe

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the problems of teaching Chinese in elementary schools by comparing
the problems occurred during “Foreign Language Activities”. Upon a series of research, it is said that English
teaching in public elementary schools, which started at 2011, has several problems. On the other hand, the age
of people who learn Chinese is going down. In order to verify the characteristic of the problems, field diaries
about teaching Chinese in Hokkaido Shiranuka Town were analyzed. These showed three keywords according
to grounded theory approach. They are problems of education policy, problems of Japanese instructors and
problems of ALTs. The results of this study show that having less class time than English and having no
textbook for Chinese are some of the problems of education policy. In addition, Japanese instructors have no

experience of teaching Chinese and Chinese ALTs can use Japanese make the roles of each side unclear.
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