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Abstract

The Period for Integrated Studies was introduced in Japan in 2002. While a
definite level of understanding has been achieved regarding the importance of the
Period for Integrated Studies, a number of issues have been pointed out.

In America, there is an educational activity called Service-Learning, which is
similar to the Period for Integrated Studies. According to a survey conducted in
1999, Service-Learning had an implementation rate of 32%. However, according to the
most recent survey conducted in 2008, it is stagnate at 24%. As Service-Learning and
the Period for Integrated Studies are similar, it is thought that there exists the
danger of the Period for Integrated Studies falling into decline in the same way.

Accordingly, this paper analyzes the current state of Service-Learning and the
causes inhibiting its prevalence. Results revealed the following five points as factors
in Service-Learning's stagnation: Regarding educational infrastructure, (1)a lack of
time, (2)a lack of funds and resources, and(3)an absence of coordinators; and
regarding teachers' resources and abilities, (4)a lack of understanding among
teachers in elementary school and (5)the teachers' lack of specialized curriculum
development and management abilities. In addition, it became clear that these
factors are issues shared by the Period for Integrated Studies.

It goes without saying that, in regard to the Period for Integrated Studies,
promoting understanding among teachers and improving their teaching skills are the
most vital factors. However, it is desirable for the discussion on the construction
and maintenance of the infrastructure for the Period for Integrated Studies based

on the current state of Service-Learning. Discussions regarding both the abstract
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and the tangible sides of the issue will surely lead to the further enrichment and

development of the Period for Integrated Studies in Japan.
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