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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the roles and expertise required of the
coordinator for “the period for integrated studies”.

In the USA, the majority of elementary schools, middle schools, and secondary
schools conducting service-learning have service-learning coordinators. These service-
learning coordinators are an invaluable part of the service-learning process.

In Massachusetts, service-learning is widely incorporated in primary and secondary
education and a service-learning specialist who supports service-learning at schools
within the state is assigned to the state board of education. As such, we conducted
interviews with service-learning coordinators or teachers in equivalent roles in the
state of Massachusetts. .

From the results of our surveys, we identified three points regarding the roles
and expertise required of service-learning coordinators : (1)community-based support
and (2)curriculum design and(3)creation of opportunities for reflection. Furthermore,
it was clear that the most important expertise required of service-learning
coordinators 1s the ability for all teachers to be able to conduct curriculum
management on their own.

In Japan, there is a need to develop coordinators who can oversee “the period for
integrated studies” but many of the initiatives being implemented now heavily on
community-based support. Moving forward, there is a need for the development of
coordinators with advanced expertise related to curriculum management, and
achieving this requires the immediate development of an environment to support

teacher training.
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