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Uncovering the Life of Mother Ho’eliin in The Secret History of the
Mongols: A Hypothesis of Repeated Remarriage and its Collapse

I il

Mako Fujii

Abstract

Ho’eltin, mother of Genghis Kahn (Chinggis Khan), is one of the figures described as lively in the
great epic, The Secret History of the Mongols which describes the earliest period of the Mongol Empire.
Her peculiar fate is drawn explicitly, but there is no mention at all of her remarriage after her husband
Yistigei, father of Genghis Khan, was poisoned. In this paper, I would like to submit a hypothesis that she
remarried a man named Miinglig of the Qongqotan group, a hypothesis that will help us to understand
logically the events that took place after Yistigei's death, that have until now been considered
incomprehensible.

This remarriage that is thought to have taken place soon after the death of Yistigei, however, did not
last long. Interestingly, Miinglig of the Qongqotan group is thought to have worked hard as an
intelligence agent for the Ho ellin family, even after his divorce from Ho’eltin. Then when the time was
ripe, H6’eltin is considered to have married Miinglig again.

Ho’eltin remarried for the second time with Miinglig and the celebration was held, implicitly. Later,
the sons of Miinglig, mainly Teb Tenggeri, gained political power, explicitly. But the relationship was not
good between Teb Tenggeri and the sons of Ho’eltin, Qasal (the younger brother just below Genghis
Khan) and Temiige Otcigin (the youngest brother of Genghis Khan). In a conflict that ended up involving
Genghis, Genghis had no choice but to allow Temiige Ot¢igin to kill Teb Tenggeri, as intended by Otcigin.

It is believed that this incident was sufficient to end the marriage between Ho’eltin and Miinglig.
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