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The Differences of Misunderstandings Based on Cultural Background:
A Case Study of English ALTs, Chinese ALTs and Japanese Teachers
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Zhao Shizhe

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the differences of misunderstandings based on cultural background.
Upon a series of research, it is said that Japanese teachers have several problems when communicating
with English ALTs. On the other hand, teaching multiple languages from elementary and middle schools
is advocated by several scholars. It is easy to imagine how difficult it can be to communicate with two
ALTs from different cultural backgrounds simultaneously. In order to verify the characteristics of the
problems, Japanese teachers who teach both English and Chinese in Shiranuka Town, Hokkaido were
interviewed. According to the KJ Method, the results of this study show that Japanese teachers who have
less time to communicate with ALTs cannot grasp the differences of misunderstandings based on cultural
background. On the other hand, from the results of the Japanese teachers who state there are some
differences based on cultural background, it seems that Chinese ALT’s teaching style is closer to Japanese
style. However, in team teaching, the role of the English and Chinese ALTs is not the same, which makes
Japanese teachers feel their teaching styles are different. Moreover, the degree of intercultural adaption
differs from person to person. The more knowledge about Japanese language and culture the ALT has,

the more successfully he/she can adapt.
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