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Career education for foreign youths past school age
- Practices at “Nijiiro Camp” work camps with university students

NG HESE

Yoshimi KOJIMA

Abstract

There are now more than 2.5 million foreign residents living in Japan. As the laws will be revised in
April 2019 to increase the number of foreign workers accepted to Japan, this number is expected to
continue to increase. However, the government does not yet require compulsory school attendance for
foreigners. Thus, some foreign children living in Japan do not attend school. Furthermore, the government
has made no effort to determine the true extent of this issue. Foreign youths who did not attend school
when they were school aged will not have completed compulsory education. The government has also
made no effort to track this information.

Many foreign youths who have not completed compulsory education and are too old to attend school
are unable to enter further education, as they are unqualified to enter high school. They are therefore
forced to establish their own lives within society and face an uncertain future. In particular, the Tokai
region is home to many foreign residents. However, there are no public evening schools. The only places
where foreign youths can belong and learn are school classrooms run by non-profit organizations.

Here, work camps are conducted for foreign youths so they may gain confidence in their own identities
and develop ambitions for the future. Groups providing support to foreign youths work with those
providing support for university student volunteer activities to hold work camps for foreign youths. This
is enabled through the aid of groups that provide mutual education in a natural environment. This paper

reports on the practices at these work camps over a five-year period.
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