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The Tanaka Giichi's Ministry and the House of Peers : Focusing on the
Problem “Gracious Message to Stay”
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Abstract

The opposition party of the House of Peers, during the 55th Imperial Diet, strongly criticized the actions
of Tanaka Giichi, the Prime Minister, and Mizuno Rentaro, regarding the resignation of Mizuno as
Minister of Education and Culture. Some members of the House of Peers appealed to famous scholars
and released a manifesto which examined the responsibility of Prime Minister Tanaka in regards to this
event after the assembly. The House of Peers broke conventional custom by directly examining Prime
Minister Tanaka, holding him accountable, particularly during the 56th assembly, and the “Prime Minister
Censure Motion” was approved, despite opposition by other parliamentary groups in the Diet. In the
following year, the House of Peers rejected the budget that had been put forth by the 1st Yamato Ministry
14 year ago. This was a remarkable set of events where the House of Peers held a prime minister and

government accountable for their actions.
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