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Abstract

This paper was written as a tourism culture study aimed at exploring the situation of sightseeing
spots and the way of sightseeing in the early days of the Showa era. In this paper, we take up the topic of
the Shin-Etsu Region (Nagano Prefecture - Niigata Prefecture), and analyze tourism culture through
tourism pamphlets. The main subjects are ski areas in the Shin-Etsu district. In 1911, skiing was introduced
to Takada, Niigata Prefecture by Major Theodor Edler von Lerch, and rapidly spread to each region. Many
ski resorts were set up along the Shin - Etsu line, where the railroad was open in the Meiji era. In the early
Showa era, it became popular with skiers in hot spring areas (Akakura, Myoko, Ikenotaira, Seki, Tubame)
at the foot of Mt. Myoko in Niigata Prefecture. Also in Nagano Prefecture skiing was transferred from
Takada to liyama and Nozawa Onsen. In the early Showa era, Nozawa Onsen became known as one of
Japan's leading ski areas. Furthermore, Shiga Kogen and Sugadaira Kogen were developed early in the
Showa era, and as a result of the improvement of transportation, they emerged as prominent ski areas.

Through the analysis of the tourist brochure, we can know the ski resort formation in the early Showa era.
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