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Identities of Second-Generation Chinese Newcomers in Japan:
A Case Study of Chinese Cooks’ Children’s Life Courses after Graduation
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Zhao Shizhe

Abstract

Chinese immigrants in Japan can be classified into two groups: old comers (Rou-Kakyo), those who
immigrated to Japan before the 1970s, and newcomers (Shin- kakyo), those who came to Japan after the
1980s. While some newcomer Chinese were accompanied by their children many others gave birth in
Japan. These second-generation Chinese were often surrounded by their Chinese relatives and friends but
grew up in Japan and therefore received the same education as many Japanese. Through semi-structured
interviews, this study aims to examine the identity, particularly the occupational identity, of second-
generation newcomer Chinese. It is revealed that 1) they tend not to succeed their parents’ occupation,
cook, 2) they speak Chinese and Japanese fluently, 3) they strongly cognize they are Chinese; however,
they don’t make a limitation for themselves of where to live in the future. The comparatively small, non-
representative sample may not deliver definite quantitative estimates, however the results may well be
used to conceptualize larger, confirmatory studies in the future.
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