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The Woman named “Old Qo’aqcin” in the Secret History of the Mongols:
An Uriyanqgai Family’s Role Played in Temiijin’s Escape to
Mount Burqan Qaldun

R HiH
Mako Fujii
Abstract
"Old Qo’aq¢in" whom I am trying to discuss in this paper first appears in § 98 of the second volume
of the Secret History of the Mongols (hereafter the SHM). Her appearance is very abrupt and the SHM
has not mentioned at all why she came to serve Mrs. Ho eltin. But when the Merkits raided the Temiijin’s
family, it was her who first noticed the horse's hoof sound and informed her master, Mother H5’eliin.
This scene was the beginning of the so-called Mrs. Borte’s case - where Mrs. Borote, the legitimate
wife of Temijin, was abducted by the Merkits. Behind the incident is the fact that Yistigei, father of
Temtijin, looted Lady Ho eliin from the Merkits, but because Yistigei had already died, there was a
from the incident that the Tayi¢i’d abducted Temjin, which occurred before this case, Temjin escaped
to Mount Burgan Qaldun. In the absence of Temiijin "Old Qo’aq¢in" struggled to save Mrs. Borte left
behind in the camp site.
0Old Qo’aqcin is a key person in that she gave her master a first warning of the raid and tried to
protect Mrs. Borte. Even if it turns out that she misunderstood the Merkits as the Tayici’ds, Temtijin is
grateful to her. The gratitude to her is stated at the beginning of the word of gratitude to Mount Burgan
Qaldun. However, thanks to Mount Burkan Qaldun is directed towards the mountain itself, and people
other than her are not mentioned there. Therefore it seems that there is an important meaning to mention
her.
By the way, Old Jar¢i’udai from the Uriyanqai group comes down from Mount Burgan Qaldun

with his son Jelme and joins Temii jin. This event is drawn in § 97, and this is the section immediately
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before the section where Qo’aqcin first appears. In this paper, I would like to present a hypothesis that
0Old Qo’aqcin was the wife of Old Jar¢i’udai. And by adopting this hypothesis, it becomes possible to
understand logically the meaning of their behavior in § 97 to § 110 of the SHM.
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