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Qa’atai-Darmala of the Qa’ad-Merkid group in the Secret History of the
Mongols: Based on a hypothesis that Qa’atai-Darmala was the Child of
Mother Ho’eliin and Chiledii of the Merkids

A Hib

Mako Fujii

Abstract

At the explicit level of the the Secret History of the Mongols (hereafter the SHM), it is believed that
Mother Ho’eliin, Chinggis Khan’s mother, was abducted by Chinggis Khan’s father, Yistigei, just after her
wedding. That is, she was abducted while going to the house of her husband, Chiledii of the Merkid
group, for the first time.

But the last conversation that was exchanged at the deadly moment when the newlyweds were
cornered by Yisiigei and his brothers feels too intimate for us to consider them as newlyweds. Their
actions and conversations look like a couple who has been together for some time. Indeed, when Yisiigei
and his brothers approached, Ho’eliin took off her underwear and gave it to her husband, saying "Smell
my scent! Take care of your life."

In this paper, I would like to present the hypothesis that Mother Ho’eliin had already been married to
Chiledii for a certain period of time and had a child named Qa'atai Darmala. For this purpose, this paper
considers all expressions related to the Merkid group, such as "Merkid" and "Three Merkid," or the name

Qa'atai-Darmala, the leader of Qa'at-Merkit, which is one of the "Three Merkids."
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