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Orientations and Training Sessions for Study Abroad—Are we doing enough?

Or are we doing too much?

Y A

Aki Hirata

Abstract

The aim of this study is to add knowledge and insights to the body of study abroad pre-
departure training session topics in Japanese universities. This was done by reviewing an
ongoing program’s orientation planning phase and actual reported critical incidences. Emerged
training topics were: how to handle official documents; to what extent should school be involved
in the financial education; problem of students not understanding the weight of authoritative
orders; and the gap between what students know and what they are expected to know in regard
with consent issues. The lack of guardians’ involvements during the decision-making process
may be explained as one of the underlying factors. Overall, this review suggests that guardians,
as they are the stakeholders and much of the contents of orientations and trainings are indeed

value-based, must be considered.
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