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Excess nationalism and transnational comradeship in
Kamila Shamsie’s Burnt Shadows

TSRS
Mitoko HIRABAYASHI

Abstract

Kamila Shamsie is a Pakistani writer who has written seven novels in English to date. Her fifth novel, Burnt
Shadows, deals with the story of a Japanese woman, Hiroko Tanaka, over nearly sixty years from the day
of the atomic bombing in Nagasaki to the immediate post-9/11. The story follows Hiroko’s life journey
from Nagasaki to Delhi, Karachi, and New York. At each place she happens to experience serious national
incidents: the atomic bomb, the Partition of India, a resistance movement after the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, and the war against terror. Throughout, Hiroko criticizes both the official policies that consider
casualties in an enemy country or even in one’s own country expendable for national security, as well as
the popular acceptance of such nationalism. In her novel, Shamsie suggests that the protagonist’s

transnational comradeships challenge such exclusive nationalism.
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You just have to put them in a little corner of the big picture. In the big picture of the Second World
War, what was seventy-five thousand more Japanese dead? Acceptable, that’s what it was. In the big
picture of threats to America, what is one Afghan? Expendable. Maybe he’s guilty, maybe not. Why risk
it? Kim, you are the kindest, most generous woman I know. But right now because of you, I understand for

the first time how nations can applaud when their governments drop a second nuclear bomb. (370. FzRI%
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